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ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE 

COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 



Washington, D. C, December L J924 

To the Senate and Home of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled : 

riic Commissioners of the District of Columbia transmit here- 
with their r('i)oi-t on tlie ti'ansactions of the orovernment of the Dis- 
tri( t of Columbia during the tiscal year ended June 30, 1924, as re- 
(juiied by law. 

CHANGES IN TEKSONNEL 

April 15, 1924, Cuno H. Kudolph and James F. Oyster were re- 
apl)()inted Commissioners of the District of Columbia for a term of 
lluee years. 

l^y order of the War Department, dated August 27, 1924, Maj. 
William E. K. Covell, of the Corps of Engineers of the United States 
Anny. was detailed as an assistant to the ent^ineer commissioner of 
the District of Columbia, vice Capt. John E. Wood, of the same 
CO] ps, and reported for duty on September 13, 1924. 

I IXAXCES OF THE mSTRICT OF COLUMWA KECEIPTS AND E^FENDITURES 

APPROPRIATIONS 

I he casli receipts of the District of Columbia for the fiscal year 
♦mkUhI June 30, 1924, amounted to Si>4.4f)8,158.24, made up as follows: 
Revenue of the Distiict of Columbia from taxes and miscellaneous 
sources. sir),337.T(H).()l : auiount paid by the United States on ac- 
<<>iint of its ])r()j)ortioii of ai)])ropriations. $1).130,45T.()3. 

The colleetious tVoui taxes ou I'eal estate for the fiscal year 1924 
aiiionuted to ^9,128.7^)5; collections from taxes on personal property, 
includino- taxes on <>ross earnings and receipts of public utilities, 
l)anks, and building associations, and on gross receipts of street rail- 
\vuy companies. $2,()90,f)18.79; and collections from taxes on intangi- 
lile personal property, $1,808,174.43. Collections from miscellaneous 
suuK es. amounting to $1,710,142.39, made up the balance of the 
District's revenue. 

Ihe sum of $345,000 was transferred from the revenues of the 
District of Columbia to meet the payment of policemen's and fire- 
^'H'n's pensions during the fiscal year 1924. 
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Tlie gross revenue collections of the District for 1924, therefore 

aiiioiinted to $ir).()8^! JOO.61. ' 

The cash expenditures for the fiscal year 1924 from appropria- 
tions amounted to $23,990,489.18, cWtied as follows: 

(loiKM-al g-overnment o'>7 fin« ao 

Protection of life aiul property ~ 4 090 iV 

Health and sanitation___:____ o^^'lnt'll 

Hi^^h^vays lUlUliy: '!: '7 S o^q q1 

Charities aud corrections o oo? 1 90 

iMhuaiion 7 W 7^^C 

Recreation i^- ^ i: 

Miscellaneous 27i'819 17 

Public-service enterprise— 1^ 291, 327 72 



TRUST AND SPECIAl. FlNO.s 



I 



The collections on account of trust and special funds for the fiscal 
vear 1924 amounted to $;i,388,843.78, water revenues representing 
$1,225,()44.()8 of this total; policemen's and firemen's relief fund. 
i^41 1,492.8:3; miscellaneous trust fund dei)osits, $1,104,154.69; fund 
tor redemption of real estate from tax sales, $300,531.77; teachers' 
retirement fund, $254,594.85; and the balance l)ein<»- collections for 
a number of miscellaneous trust and sj)ecial funds. 

The expenditures on account of trust and special funds durin*^ 
the hscal year 1924 amounted to $3,31().91().7l). Inchuled in tliis 
amount were expenditures for the water department $1 074 •>7- 
for the policemen's and firemen's relief fund, $41 5,3()4.34 • 'miscel- 
laneous trust fund deposits, $1,076,582.43; Washington redemption 
fund, $ai9,^^.19; and teachers' retirement fund, $238,728.69. 

CASH BALANCES ,JUNE 30, 1924 

The cash balance to the credit of the <reneral fund of the District 

^nited States on dune 30. 1924, 
amounted to $9,965,838.16, and to the credit of trust and siiecial 
funds, $794,161.94. In addition to these amounts balaiu-es as shown 
m the report of the Auditor of the District of Columbia were held 
to the credit of the, disbursing officer of the District of Columbia 
with the Ti^surer of the United 8tal:es. 



BONDED msar 



On June 30, 1923, the outstandino- ;].(;5 ))er cent District of (\)lum- 
bia bonds amounted to $4,589,250. Duiin<r the Hscal vear 19->4 
$949,700 of these bonds were purchased and canceled, leavin^r the 
amount of bonds outstanding on June 30, 1924, $3,609,550. ^ The 
sinkino: fund assets amount to $3,407,505.11, thus making the net in- 
debtedness of the District of Columbia on June 30, 1924, $202,044 89 
I he District of (\)luml)ia has no other form of indebtedness than 
tluit iei)resented by its outstandin^r 3.65 bonds. 

The 50-year j^eriod for which the 3.65 bonds were issued the 
i.ssiie beino- limited by law to $15,000,000. expired August 1, 1924 
The sinking fund assets, represented entirely by investments in 
bonds and certificates of the United States, wilf, with the ai3i)roi)ria- 
tion of $300,000 m the District appropriation act for tlie fiscal year 
1^5, be sufficient to discharge in full the 3.65 outstanding bonds" 
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REAL-ESTATE ASSESSMENTS 

Assessed value of land, $;i54.271,644; assessed value of improve- 
liitMits, s41-J.TS4.1)li. or a total assessment of real estate in the 
District of (\)luuil)ia for the fiscal year ending- June 80. 19'J4. of 
s7r»7.( ).')(■). .Vir.. A<iainst this assessment a rate of Sl.20 per hundred 
(lolhirs wjis levied, iiiakina- a tax of Sl).::i04.()7<s. (■>(;. 

For the pi'evious yeai- the assessment amounted to JS72:>.190.:>()-S, 
which, at a rate of $1.:>0 per hundred dollars, vielded a tax of 
Jii9,401,59().48. 

YEARLY ADDITIONS 

Tlie assessment of new buildings amounted to about $4(),*218,100 and 
additions to 5^L\rd(),lMH). and <>as main, conduits, etc.. to $651,800, 
iiiakino- n total of S4:).:)S().S(Hi. from which is to be taken proi)erty 
I'eiiioved or destroyed to the extent of al)out $l.ir)!S,8()0. and exempt 
property amountino- to $2,475,400, leaving a net amount of $39,- 
74().()00. 

The law requires that there shall be added to the assessment list 
each year certain amounts representing the value of structures or 
additions that have been erected or that are under roof by July 1 of 
eacli year. The past year is the most strenuous one in the history 
nf District of (^>hnnl)ia assessments, inasmuch as approximately 
forty millions of dollars have been added to the assessment roll. 

The work has necessitated the inspection of about 10.000 places or 
I'Mces of pro})ei'ty, and notices have been sent out to each owner 
r('i2ardin<»' the new assessment amounts. AIto<»:ether the a>sessnient 
totals over S4->,000.000, but out of this is to be taken certain amounts 
for destroyed buildiniis and for exemptions. 

The work began in the held on October 1, 102o, and was continuous, 
weather permitting, up to the first week of July, 1924. The number 
of days covered in the field was 155 in 9 months. The amount of 
mileage show^n on the auto was 3,727. The number of apartments 
of ( ()mi)aratively large size entered on the list is 74; the number of 
dwellings of briqk, 2,498; the number of dwellings of frame, 982, 
Hie number of garages was: Brick, 877; frame, 499; and metal, 
-^'■(,2.^ In addition to these were numerous repairs or extensions to 
existing buildings. 

PERSONAL TAX ASSESSMENTS 

1 lie j)ersonal tax levy foi' the fiscal year 1024 })roduced in revenue 
'fir-cuul total of ^4.T4(),2:>4.S7. derived from three classes of assess- 
ments. First, an amount derived from a levy of $1.20 per hundred 
dollars worth on household furniture (above $1,000 value), mer- 
' li indise, jewelry, boats, vehicles, horses, etc., or what is commonly 
! iiown as tangible personal property. Such tax amounted to $1,168,- 
'>2r).88. Second class, a tax on the gross earnings of banks, trust 
t^'onipanies, and public-service corporations to the amount of $1,678,- 
f<i2..V.). Third class, a tax levied on moneys and credits, including 
"""^cys loaned and invested, bonds and shares of stock, or what is 
iiviH'iallv known as intangible personal property tax, the amount of 
being $1,899,000.45. 
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l\'r.^ouul ta.r for the fiscal nf tir cinliiifj Junv JO, lU.i'i 



Assessment 



Tax 



Tangible personal property, at $1.20 per $100 , 

Bonding and title companies, at per cent on their gross receipts 

Building and loan associations, at 2 per cent on their gross earnings 

Incorporated savings banks, at 4 per cent on their gross earnings less inter- 
est paid their depositors 

Electric-light companies, at 4 per cent on their gross earnings 

Telephone companies, at 4 per cent on their gross earnings 

Street-railway companies, at 4 per cent on their gross receipts 

Gaslight companies, at per cent on their gross earnings _ _ 

Georgetown Barge, Dock, Klevator & Railway Co., at 5 per cent on their 
gross earnings _ ^ _ ^ ^ 

National banks, at 6 per cent on tlieir gross earnings 

Trust companies, at 6 per cent on t heir gross eamin^ 

Private bankers, at $500 per annum 

Note iMnelEears, at $100 annum 



Total 

Increase in tangible tax for 1924 over 1923.-- 

Intangible personal property 19^ at 0.5 of 1 per cent. 
Increase in intangible tax 1924 over 1923 



$97, :m, 486. 50 I 
i,.W2, n:5r,. 00 I 

2, 105, 140. 00 

1,466,820.00 
3. 854, 295. 00 
-), 12.5, 235. 00 
10, 312,817. 70 
2,848,825.00 

20, 1. "..'). 74 
5, 407, 305. 00 
5,231,845.00 



135, 23.5,260.94 



379, 801, 289. 00 



$1, 32.i. 815 
22, 04 
42, 102. 80 

58,672.80 
154, 171.00 
205, 009. 40 
412,512.71 
142,441.25 

1,007.79 
324, 438. 30 
:513, 910. 70 

2,000.00 

uraoo 



2, 847, 228. 42 
112,311.96 
1,899,006.45 
73,611.00 



Number of accounts. taiijiiMe property only Iti, 441 

Number of acfounts. iiitanjrible property only 

Number of accounts having both tangil)le and intangible i»ropei ty 34,484 

Total number of accounts, tangible and intangible, 1924 61, 155 

KEAI. KSTATK ASSK«SMKNT AT FULL VALUE 

The biennial assesment of real estate, which will be completed by 
the tluee assistant assessors by January 1, 1925, will be open to 
inspection and review from tlie first Monday in January to the fir.'^t 
Monday in June, 1925, and Ijeconie effective July 1, 1925. The field 
work will be pnrsned by the assistant assessors diii'in<r the year 1J)24. 

Ky act of Conoiess ai)pr()ved June '2^.), \i)'2'2. Publir Xo.*:2r)r) (Dis- 
trict ai)pr()i)iiation act), it is i^rovided. aniono other tliinos. that 
''there is levied for each of the Hscal years endino- June :')(). ID-Jo. 
1924. 19-2r), 192(), and 1927 a tax at such rate on the full value, and no 
less, of all real estate and tangible per.sonal property subject to taxa- 
tion in the District of Columbia, etc." 

In the assessment of property the field work of the assistant as- 
sessors on real estate is contained in 52 books, with 200 pages to a 
book, and the final results, after revision by tlie board of equaliza- 
tion, and after hearino- an action on appeals, are embodied in 20 
ledgers, containing al)out 1()0,()0() accounts. In the assessment of 
personal pr()})erty the field work is enteied u[)on SO notebooks, and 
the final rosults. after hearing of appeals, are transferi"ed to D ledgers, 
containing about (id.OOO accounts. The mere clerical work of writing 
names, entering amounts, making multiplications and additions has 
increased in the last five or six years to a great extent, and the office 
has been looking for mechanical means for obtaining quick and accu- 
rate results. Last year calculating and adding machines were pur- 
chased for the office, but it may be necessary to get additional 
machines in order to accomplish the results desired. 

The most {dressing need is a change in the time for making returns 
of j)ersonal proi)erty. which are now due during the month of July 
or the 1st day of August. The time is too close to the i)erio(l of pay- 
ments in }sovember, and, moreover, occurs during the summer 
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iiioiiths. when many pei sons are out of the city. During the hist July 
an unprecedented number of returns were made, because of <rreat 
publicity o-jven by k)cal i)a])ers. If, however, these returns were 
made during May, at the time of tax payments, it wouhl give oppor- 
tunity of reminding the taxpayers of this yearly re(iuirement. and 
would also enable them to make one visit to the building instead of 
two, as under the present law. 



LICENSE BUREAU 



During the past fiscal yeai- there was collected a grand total of 
$r)TJ).()l)4.59 from the following sources: Miscellaneous licenses, 
.SI 68,558.59; motor vehicle tags, $3()T,02T; operator's permits, i*^41,- 
109; duplicate tags, $1,820; duplicate registration cards, $:>:>7; en- 
gineer licenses, $243. During the same period last year there was 
collected $612,855.35, net decrease being $33,760.76. 

The fees charged for motor vehicle tags during the year were 
based upon the horsepower of the machine. On April 28, 1924, 
Congress enacted a law providing for a tax on motor vehicle fuels 
sold within the District of Columbia, and in the law provided for 
a flat chai'ge foi' tags of $1 i)er year for gasoline-driven vehicles, 
lo \)v effective January 1, 1925. Si)ecial rates were })rovided for 
steam and electrically driven vehicles. In the same law })rovisi()n 
was made for recipi'ocity with the State of Maryland. The Dis- 
trict of Columbia now has reciprocal relations regarding motor 
vehicles with all the States. 



Tags and operators' permits, 1923-24 



Number 



Amoimt 



Tags: 

Automobile — 

District of rolumbia owners, at $3.. 
District of ("olunii)ia owners, at $5.. 
District of Columbia owners, at $10. 

Nonresident owners, at $3 

Nonresident owners, at $5 

Nonresident owners, at $10. 

Motor cycles — 

District of Columbia owners, at $2.. 
Nonresident owners, at $2 

Dealers- 
District of Columt)iH owners, at $6.. 
Nonresidents, at $6. _ 

("ommeroial vehicles- 
District of CoIumWa 

Nonresidents. 

Motive power — 

Gasoline 

Electric 

Steam.. 

Free- 
District of Columbia 

Nonresident 



_ Total paid tags 

:rees from dajjlicato tags 

* ees from duplicate registration cards . 

Permits: 

District of Columbia, at $2 

>«onresidents, at $2 . 

Duplicates, at $0.50 

Free- 
District of Columbia 

Nonresidents 



56, 828 
23, 117 
4, 92r) 
3, 820 
1.348 
246 

1,826 
86 

1, 179 
25 

9, 525 
417 

92,926 
471 
63 

1,370 
27 



93, 400 




$170, 484.00 
115, 585. (X) 
49. 250. 00 
11.460. 00 
6, 740. 00 
2, 460. 00 

3,652.00 
172.60 

7,07400 
15a 00 



367, 027. 00 
1, 820. 00 
337.00 



32, 752. 00 
5,830.00 
2,527.00 



Total paid permits. 



24,345 



41,109.00 
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Tags and operators jjcrjuits, 1923-2 — Continued 



Recoii)ts from automobile tags: 

1922- 23 

1923- 24 



Total decrease. 



Receipts from operators' permits: 

1922-2:5 

192;>-2! 



Total decrease- 



Number 



Amount 



$401,711.00 
367,027.00 



34,684.00 



42, 137. 50 
41. 109. 0(t 



1,028.50 



Miscellaneous licenses 



Apothecaris $1,647.00 



Amount 



Auctioneers 

Auctioneer's permits 

Automobile storage 

Billposters _ 

Billiards, pool, etc., and shooting galleries 

Boarding houses 

Baths, mediums, etc 

Cattle dealers 

Conunission merchants j 1, 1 13. 35 

Cigar dealers | 25,031.00 

Contractors, building ■ fi, 852. 44 

Confectioners ! l.OtJi.oo 

Dealers in second-hand personal property j 10, 780. 12 



1, 166. 68 
70.00 

7, 092. 76 
96. 67 
9, 331.00 
50.00 
1, 872. 95 
66. 25 



Increase 



Dealers, in markets. 

Dealers in gasoline and kerosene 

Drivers of public vehicles 

Employment agencies 

Entertainments.- .-- 

Fuel hucksters - 

Florists 

Hotels 

Investment companies (Mat.) 

Livery stables 

Laundries 

Peddlers 

Peddlers, Shrine convention 

Peddlers, under police regulations 

Public halls 

Public ])arks... ' 

Public passenger vehides 

Produce deiUers , 

Restaurants 

Real estate--- 

Slot madiines - - 

Theaters -- 

Transfer fees 

Undertaking establishments 



2, 370. 06 
2, 9.".1. 6S 

2. 360. 00 
887. 52 

3, 712. 00 
543.50 
870.00 

6, 237. 00 
100.00 
340.42 
2, .58,5. X7 
1, 785. 80 



5. 50 
8,611.70 
133. 34 
10, 478. 00 
10, 197. 00 
20,680.50 
24,454.98 
236.00 
775.00 
206.50 
1,775.00 



$59.00 



Decxease 



36.67 



79.99 



;',30. s.i 

.')7. 00 
137. 52 
, 162. 00 
40. .54 
213. 75 



4,437.96 

'"75.'o6' 
2.08 



$50. 02 
10.00 
338. 18 

505.00 



150.03 
12.50 
119.99 
182.00 
648.20 
536.00 



117.63 



22.17 
50.00 
116.58 



8.00 

21.50' 



Number 



104.17 

35. f«J - 

: 70.00 

5. 50 I . 

658.33 I i 

.--! 16.67 

785. 75 
760.00 
1, 143. 00 



168, 558. 59 



7, 435. 96 



5,663.22 



280 
14 
14 

137 

5 

142 
1 

82 
5 
29 
2,206 
350 
90 
291 
490 
1. 461 
2,360 
43 
259 
140 
67 
48 
1 
10 
209 
160 



11 

86 
3 

1,332 
981 
1,223 
591 
73 
8 
351 



13,622 



Increase of $1,772.74. 
Engineer's licenses, ^43. 

PURCHASING OFFICE 

Throuoli this office are purchased all siipi^lies. stores, materials, and 
e(iiii])nieiit recjiiired hy the A'arious divisions of the Government of 
the District of Columbia. 

The total expended during the year amounted to $0,405,758.01), 
which may be classified generally as follows: 

Asriculiui-al .sui»plies .$8,650.03 

Automobile supplies 28, 847. 47 

Books, school, blank, reference, binding, and binding materials— 1\, 898. 89 
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('..list ruction materials used in road, street, and sewer work $1,067.040. 12 

(uws . 600.00 

I M ujrs, chemicals, and laboratory supplies 38, 492. 23 

1 >i y ixoods, clothing, boots, and shoes (>(), 854. 07 

Klfci rical siii»i)lles. including- cal)!*' and flre-alarm boxes ()0r». (58 

I'iic tigliting aiJluinitus and supplies 118,844.74 

I'lans, revolvers, holsters, insi^ia, and badges 12,306.00 

Kirj^^s and milk _ 4«;(). 0() 

Ciroceries, i)oultr.v, nient, and tisli 180,705.16 

Forage and horseshoe! ns: . 158,270.04 

Fuel 480,958.29 

iMn-iiituro, liuusefui'nishiii^s, and ollice e(iiiipinent 92,814.48 

llanlware, i)lumbing sui)plies, paints, oil, and lumber 354,400.49 

Heating apparatus, furnaces, ranges, stoves, radiators, boilers, 

etc 87, 974. 01 

!( »' ^ 9, 712. 45 

Laundry .service 5,822.63 

Lighting service, gas and electric, buildings only 106, 897. 08 

.Macliiiiery. en.uines. pumps, raid<s and repairs thereto 99,015.60 

Pianos, victrolas. and tninntr pianos 3,814.65 

I'lav^round, athletic and kijidergarten supplies and repairs 24,118.74 

Postage 17, 938. 00 

Printing and « n,i:i-aving 45,980.52 

ltei)airs, misceliane<»us, including minor to buildings 3,436.22 

Saddlery — 6,996.33 

Stationery 83, 690. 32 

Tags, motor vehicles, dog. wagon 15,972.40 

Telegrai)h and telephone service 29, 829. 77 

Transiwrtation, cars, freight, express and freight 40,681.56 

Typewriters and rejtairs thereto 10,838.56 

N ehicles, motor <tnd horse, and repairs thereto 12(». ST'l 09 

\egetables ami iruil — 11,714.06 

.Miscellaneous 59, 671. 60 



Ti,tal 3,495,758.09 



liivontory at close of business, June 30, 1924, disclosed the District 
at that time luul stock of construction materials in the various prop- 
erty yards to the Value of $348,632.79. 

CADETS AT THE UNITED STATES MILITAKY ACADEMY 

The District of Cohini])iii is entitled, under Chapter XXII of sec- 
tion 1 of ''An act making appropriations for the support of the Army 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1919," approved July 9, 1918, and 
other laws, to four cadetships. in the United States Military 
Academy. Tlie cadets at present are : William Hamilton Hunter for 
the term ending June, 1927, and Horace S. Beall, jr., Thomas Joseph 
Brennan, jr., and Mercer Christie Walter for the term ending in 
June, 1928. 

MIDSHIPMEN AT THE UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADI:MV 

Under a provision in the act of Congress entitled " An act making 
appropriations for the naval service for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1920, and for other purposes," approved July 11, 1919, three 
midshipmen from the District of Columbia are in the United States 
^^aval Acjidemv at Annapolis. These midshipmen are: Joseph 
William Ludewig for the tenii to be completed in June, 1925; and 

18759—24 2 
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Joseph Lenoir Bird and Vilhelni Klein Busck for the terms to he 
conipk^ted in June, In the appropriation for the naval service 

for the fiscal year endino; June 80, 19:24, the nuniher of midshipmen 
to be thereafter appointed from the District of Columbia was reduced 
from five to two. 

COKPORATION COUNSEL 

In the court of appeals four cases in which the District was a 
l^arty were decided, one in favor of the District and three adverse. 
The oflicer also represented the Board of Education in one case, 
which wiis decided adversely. Nine cases are now pending. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, in actions at 
law, 26 new suits were instituted in which the District was a party. 
Of the cases disposed of durino- the fiscal yeai'. 1 was dismissed 
for failure to pi'osecute; 1 was abated on account of death of 
plaintiff: o were dismissed by })laintitfs: T) resulted in favor of the 
District, in 2 of wliicli appeals are pendin<i': 8 were entered adversely 
after trial, 5 of which have been appealed: and 1 case was settled 
and consent judgment entered against the District. 

Eighteen new equi^ suits in which the District was a party were 
filed in the Supreme Court of the District. Of the cases disposed of, 
5 were later dismissed by petitioners; 3 were decided adversely, ap- 
))eal being noted in 1 ; and 4 were decided in favor of the District, of 
which 2 were appealed. 

In the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia, holding a 
district cou.rt, P>1 condenuiation cases were pending at tlie beiTinning 
of the fiscal year and 19 new cases have been filed durino- tl\e year. 
Of this number. IT verdicts of condenmation wcie finally ratified 
and confirmed, 0 were discontinued, 1 case was dismissed by the 
court and appeal noted, and 20 cases are now pending on the docket 
of the court. 

Four habeas corpus cases were filed against the District, and the 
petitions in all four cases were dismissed. 

Six replevin suits w^ere filed against officials of tlie Metropolitan 
police department, and the claimants were allowed to recover upon 
satisfying the cou.rt of their ownership of the goods. 

In the municipal court, exclusive of actions in replevin, 3 cases 
wei'c decided in fa\-or of tlie District: K) wei'e decided adverselv. 
of which number 12 were for teachers" salaries following tlx' decision 
of the court of a})[)eals in the case of District of Columbia Gard- 
ner; and 5 were decided adverselv consent. 

The corporation counsel represented the District in six adminis- 
tration proceedings and in three lunacy proceedings for appoint- 
ment of committees. 

In lunacy proceedings, in inquiries before a judge and jury, 321 
persons were found to be of unsound mind and were connnitted to 
the (lovernment Hospital for the Insane; 21 were adjudged of sound 
mind and were released. 

In the juvenile court 2.200 cases Avere tiled, which, with pending 
cases, involved 4,7GT court hearings. 



REPOET OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 9 



Intormatioii to the number of 4S.s9r) were filed against offenders 
in the police court, and fines and forfeitures aggregating $345,797.91 
wcfc collected. 

riic general work of the olhce consisted of the approval of 53 
lionds. contracts. 170 tax deeds. 10 i-i<rht-of-way deeds, and 115 
special agreements. Two hundred and thirty formal opniions were 
lendered. Two hundred and seventy-three repoits of accidents and 
claims for damage were investigated and the reports of the in\ esti- 
•rations filed for future reference. A eat many other opinions were 
orally to the heads of departments and officials and a large 
nuniher of consultations had, of wliich no record is kept. 

Three hundred and eighteen claims for damages to lamp-posts 
were referred to this office for collection, and the sum of $4,144.34 
was collected on this account. 

The insi)ectoi- of claims of this office conducts the business of the 
District of Columbia branch of the Employee's Compensation Com- 
mission. Two hundi'ed and sixty-three emi)loyees were injured and 
«ri\cii medical ti'eatment. Of this number 203 also received com- 
])ensation in the total amount of $0,31)0.1)2. In addition a total of 
$3,726.95 was expended for widows, minor children, and doctors' and 
hospital bills. 

A rejDresentative from the office presided at all of the hearings 
befoi(» the policemen's and firemen's retiring and relief board 
and also at the trial board hearings of the ]iolice department. A 
representative i)articipated as counsel at all hearings of the fire de- 
])artment trial board. A representative also served on the District 
ti'affi(' board and another on the committee to revise the building 
code. 

DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE 

There were licensed to write various kinds of insurance in the 
Distiict of Columbia (birin«j: the year 'M)l companies, which was a 
^ain of 28 o\-er the j)i'e\ ious year. 

* The total pn iuiums paid in the District of Columbia during the 
year 1923 amounted to $18,974,532.92, and the total losses paid 
amounted to $6,303,070.25 and have been divided as follows : 





Premiums 
received 


Losses 
paid 


f'lfe, fraternal, and assessment 


$13, 433, 925. 80 
3, 380, 738. 94 
2,159,868.18 


$4, 487, 847. 71 
l,116,46t^74 
698,754.80 


f ire and marine 


Miscellaneous.. 


Total 


18,074,532.92 


6,303,070.25 





The total of these premiums, as compared with the year 1922, 
«hows an increase of $2,097,606.70, and total losses paid show an in- 
<*i ease of $776,765.01. 

Helow a comparative statement is given of the fire-insurance 
pi' iiiiums received and the losses paid in the District of Columbia 
for the past 10 years, which is as follows: 
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Premiums 
received 


Losses 
paid 


Per- 
centage 


. . — _ 

1914 -.- -.- - - 


$675,479.39 
798, 620. H2 
871.944. «1 
i>88, 277. 03 
l.-2()8, 030. 03 
1,553,605.85 
1,860,474.07 
1, 644, 984. 74 
1, 996, 996. 79 
2,442,344.58 


$549. 657. 01 
252. 708. 53 
348, f)84. 45 
150, 902. 44 
231, 140. f>0 
561, 784. 62 
424, 310. 19 
589, 198. 18 

1,099,187.28 
819, 799. 52 


. 31 

39 

15 V- 

36A 
22H 

35H 

55 

33A 


1915 - --- -- 


1916- - 


1917 - 


1918.. - - - 


1919... --- 


1920 - 


1921 - 


1922.. - - - 


1923. 




14,040,757.61 


5,027,372.82 


^% 



A comparative statement of the iJiemiiims reeeiAecl and the losses 
paid over a period of 10 years shows the loss ratio to the i^remiums 
received varies each year. While in 1923 the premiums received 
amounted to $2,442,344.58, the losses paid only a<!^gre<jjated $819,- 
799.52, showing a ratio of 33.5 per cent, which is 21.5 per cent lower 
than in 1922. 

LICENSE FEES AND TAXES COLLECTED IN 11»23 

The retenues of the department and their sources were as follows : 

Licenses for companit's. associations, and orders .$20. 4.')1>. 51^ 

Licenses for principal agents 1^.044.2:5 

Licenses for solicitors 11.017. Dlt 

Licenses for luokers 2,641.7.*'. 

Assiiriiniciits of licenses ' (SO. 7') 

J\liscellune()us revennes 550. 25 

Total J 47,704.48 

Taxes collected 218,217.07 

Grand total 261, Oil. 55 

The revenues in 1922 amounted to 228, 283. 94 

Increase of 1923 over 1922 32, 727. 61 

PREMIUMS AND LOSSES 

There was paid in the District of Columbia during 1923 as insur- 
ance premiums and assessments and for losses as follows : Premiums 
and assessments, $18,974,532.92; losses, $6,303,070.25; while the total 
amount of insurance written (exclusive of casualty) amounted to 
$1,886,170,357.96. 

ASSETS, LIABILITIES, AND SURPLUS 

I'lie insui-aiice compaTiics, associations, and orch'rs traiisactina- I>usi- 
lU'ss in the District of ( 'ohiiiihia had at the close of hiisines.s Decem- 
ber 11>:^:). total assets of it^ll,121,4():).:):)l).7;'). liabilities of SD,1T2,- 
75G,()3C.1(), and surplus, inchidiii«r capital of $l,U4S,G4U,r)v>;i.(j3. 

LICENSES 1 SSI 'ED 

'I'he following licenses were issued during viz : 

Lift" - - 60 

Life, health, and accident (.sec. G5M of Code) 21 

Casualty ^ 73 
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Fraternal _ . 56 

Fire and liro and murine 177 

li('<'il)r<Kal 4 

Total 391 

The above shows an increase of 28 licenses over those issued in 1922. 

NEW PROPOSED INSURANCE CODE 

Another attempt was made in December last to have the Con- 
liicss pass a new iiisui'ance code for the District of Columbia, but 
alter a new bill had l)een introduced in the House of Representatives 
by the Hon. Geor^j^e W. Edmonds, of Pennsylvania, opposition arose 
in the District Committee over some of the provisions of the pro- 
l)()se'd law. 

Tlie bill, however, ^^ as favorably rei)orted, but failed of passage 

at tlie first session of the Sixty-eighth Con<rress. It remains on the 
calendar for action at tlie next session of that Congress. This bill 
is known as H. \i. 'M')SU. It is hoped that the bill will be passed 
and ^^ive to the District of Columbia a workable code, something 
whicli we do not have at the jnesent time. 

NEW FRATERNAL LAW 

A fraternal insurance bill has been a<freed upon by the National 
I' ratei iial Congress of America to be introduced at the next session 
of the Congress. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

The weights and measures law is penal in form, but is, neverthe- 
less, corrective in nature, and the inspection force has devoted much 
attention to correcting faulty ])ractices in trade. Such work serA^es 
to obviate violations of the law and to maintain proper business 
practices. 

There wei-e (hiring the fiscal year 4,T()4 establishments falling 
within the purview of the weights and measures law. The depart- 
ment also had registered transient vendors of various com- 
modities. 

Inspectors made 10,180 official visits to business establishments, 
ranging from the small merchants to the largest department stores 
and manufacturing plants. There were also made 1,6*20 special 
inspections. The total number of examinations and tests of equip- 
ment and devices, including commercial and prescription scales. 
^veights, capacity measures, mechanical fabric measures, linear 
measui-es. gasoliiie ])iimi)s, and otlier instruments was O^^O,^^;^."). Of 
tlii- inuul)er (nb.KU) were found correct and approved. 1.1)0)') were 
adjusted, s.S()2 were condemned, and 14,374 were confiscated and 
(lestroved in accordance Avith law. 

The high cost of coal for the past several years adds importance 
to the duty of assuring purchasers the fidl quantity for which they 
pay. Deliveries have been reweighed and verified and general su- 
pervision has been as effectively jjerformed as possible. The de- 
partment is not properly equipped, however, to take care of the 
coal situation. It is without necessary equipment for determining 
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the accuracy of large scales above a very limited capacity. Much 
effort has been devoted to the elimination of the practice of sell- 
ing coal by the bushel. This practice has recently been made un- 
lawful, but it was of such long standing that it has been found diffi- 
cult to break it up among hundreds of coal peddleis operating in 
the District durin<r each winter. Sales by the bushel produce a 
larger profit than if sold by Aveight. It is not difficult, therefore, 
for niiscrupiiloiis vendors to inij^ose npon purchasers at such sales. 

The hi AN I'c^'a rd in the methods of inalvin«jf sales of ice has been 
obserxed with arc'atcr uniformity than in preceding yeai's. In- 
si)ectors liave been detaik'd from time to time to survey conditions 
in the trade, reweigh debveries, investigate compUiints, and checiv up 
on vendors in the absence of complaints. There are hundreds of per- 
sons engaged in seUing ice at retail, and it has not been possible to 
appr^iend all violator's of the law; but aggressive work has been 
done and much good has l)een accomplished. 

According to the best official estimates on milk consumption there 
are sold in the District not less than 30,000,000 quarts annually. At 
prevailing prices very small shortages would soon aggregate a large 
sum of money. For tluit reason s])ecial attention has been given 
to testing milk bottles used l)y distributors of tliat counnodity, and 
13.(S()4 short-measure bottles wei-e confiscated and dest roved. 

During the year 8,759 packages of merchandise ready for sale 
were reweiglied in stores throughout the District. 

The law permits bread to be sold in weights of one-half pound, 
1 pound, 11/2 pounds, or multiples of a pound. So far as the 
weights are concerned, no serious violations of the bread provision 
of the law have been discovered. This provision has been enforced 
without any cost whatever and has been of great benefit to the 
public. 

Many deceptive practices are used in retail sales of fruits and 
vegetables. If the department had sufficient force to keep one or 
two ins])ectors regularly assigned to the work of enforcing the 
standard-container provision of the law, it is believed that much 
saving to consumers of the District would resiilt. 

The consumption of gasoline for motor purposes in the District 
is estimated at not less than 40,000,000 gallons annually. An in- 
spector especially skilled in the work is assigned to the duty of 
making tests of gasoline tanks before being placed in use and at 
regular intervals thereafter. Those which fail to conform to the 
legal specifications regarding construction are condemned and their 
use in the District permanently prohibited. Those which comply 
with the specifications but which aic not ])roperly adjusted are con- 
denmed until recpiired adjustments are made. After beinn; np- 
proved, owners are required to so maintain them as to deliver 
accurate measure at all times. 

The District now has well-defined specifications regaicling the 
construction of weighing and measuring instruments which may be 
used for commercial purposes. Prior to the adoption of such 
specifications much equipment came into use which does not meet, 
present requirements. E(]uipment of this kind is being eliminated 
as va]iidly as possible. All new equipment must conform to the 
specifications, and general conditions show improvement over 
former years. 
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Of the 20,934 scales tested during the year it was necessary to 
adjust 8.6 per cent and condemn 7.3 per cent. It has been necessary 
to institute 94 prosecutions, resulting in fines or forfeitures amount- 
ing to $1,095 in 92 cases. Two cases are still pending in court. In 
no case prosecuted was a defendant acquitted. 

THE raSTRICT MARKETS 

The Western Market, at Twenty-first and K Streets NW.: the 
Kastern Market, at Seventh and C Streets SE. ; the Fish Wharf and 
Market, at Eleventh and Water Streets SW. ; and the Farmers' 
l^r()(hK'e Market, situated on the area surrounded by Tenth, 
Twelfth, B, and Little B Streets NW., are owned by the District 
and their operation supervised by this department. 

The first two named are inclosed markets, each having inside 
stands, which are rented to dealers in various conunodities, and 
farmers' retail stands on the outside. 

rhe P'ish Wharf and Market is confined almost exclusively to 
wholesale and retail sales of sea fooda Dealers in this market 
transact a very larp' volume of business. 

The Farmers* Alarket is used by a large number of farmers and 
truckers, and is of <>ieat benefit to tliem as well as to residents of 
the District wlio <x() thei-e to make i)urcbases of farm produce directly 
tVoiii the groweis. Durino- tlie fiscal year co\ere(l by this report 
r)r).S4r> vehicle h)a(ls of produce Winv sold on the market. The 
re venues recei\ed from the maikets have been reasonably satis- 
factory. . , ., 

RECOM MENDATtONR 

The superinten(h'ut i-ecommends that leaislatiou be enacted 
aiitli()rizin<»; more ri«iid reiiuiatiou of hucksters, peddlers, pushcart 
iiHMi. and other transient vendors than is now permitted by law. 
lie also recommends the enactment of a law re(juirin<j: the owner or 
owners of every business operated under a corporate, trade, or ficti- 
tious name to register with the proper official of the District the 
(•(vrrect name and address of the owner of such business. 



BOARD OF EDUCATION 



The board of education is com})()sed of nine members who shall 
have been foi- five years inuuediately preceding their ai)p()intment 
bona fide residents of the District of Columl)ia. and three of them 
shall be women. They are appointed by the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the District of Columbia. 

The commissioners are indebted to the courtesy of the BoaM of 
Education for the following synopsis of public-school conditions 
in the District of Columbia during the fiscal year embraced in this 
report. There were : 

Superintendents of sclinols ^ 

Assistant superintendents. ' 2 

Wmtors of intermediate instruction- 1 

supervising principals 1^ 

J>upervisors of manual training 1 

^"•ectors of primary instruction J 

^ecl•etar.v of board 1 

Financial clerk ^ 
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Clerks . - ■ 12 

Sten<iu,rai»hers 2 

Messeiij^ers 1 

Attendance officers 11 



DAY SCHOOLS 

The whole number of pupils enrolled in the public schools of the 
District of Columbia was: White, 4^,711; colored, 22,862; total, 
72,673. 

The above enrollment for the school year was distributed as 
follows : 



Element ary: 

KiiuiiTfrarton 

(Irades I-VIII 

Ungraded 

Vocational 

Junior high: 

Grades VU-Vin 

Grade IX 

Senior high: CJrades IX-XII 

Normal: Grades XIII-XIV_ 

Total enrollment 



White 


Colored 


Total 


3. :$87 

1,359 
(') 


1.044 
16. 503 
297 
259 


4,9!<1 
'*), 18(» 

1, r>.'«i 

259 


2,062 
407 

8,685 
238 


694 
128 
2,957 
320 


2, 756 
.535 
11,642 


49,711 


22,862 


72, 573 



1 Enrollment included above in grades. 

The total enrollment shows an increase of 1,070, or 1.49 per cent 
over that of the previous year. 

Tlie number of weeks in the pcliool vear was ^36. 
The nunil)er of school days wa.^ 181. 
The day schools were in session 18U days. 

TeachvtH, prhiri ii(il.'<, directors, etc. 



Elementary: 

Kindergarten 

Grades I-VllI 

Supplementary 

Ungraded 

Vocational 

Directors 

Special teachers 

Junior high: 

Grades VII-VIII. 

Miscellaneous, elemen- 
tary. . .- 

(h-ade IX... 

rrincipals 

Senior high: 

(irndes IX-XII 

Principals, etc 

Normal: 

Grades XIII-XIV 

Principals 



Administrative princi- 
I)als. assistant prin- 
cipals, directors, etc.* 



Teachers and teaching 
IHrincipals 



Male 



Female 



16 



1 

26 



Total 



38 



1 

28 



11 



Male Female 



54 



24 



106 



117 
865 
37 
39 
4 



112 

67 

13 
21 



265 



15 



158 1,555 



Total 



117 
870 
37 
39 
9 



136 

76 

20 
23 



371 
15 



1,713 



Male 



i 
1 
24 



7 
2 
3 

106 

8 



174 



Total 



Female 



118 
891 
37 
40 
4 
5 
112 

67 

13 
21 

i 

265 
3 

15 
1 

1,593 



' Those who dovoti> (ino-half or more than one-half of their time to supervision aire included under the- 
caption above: '•Administrative principals, assistant principals, directors, etc." 
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Teachers, principals, directors, etc. — Continued 

COLORED 



Adnjiuistra! j\ prin- 
eip;iis, assistant prin- 
cipals, assistant di- 
rectors, etc.i 



Teachers and teaching 
principals 



Total 





Alaie 


f\'niaie 


'Jotal 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


Total 


Kipmentary: 





















Kindorgarten... 




1 


1 




78 


78 




79 

393 


79 


(ira.ics I-VIII 


3 


7 


10 


33 


386 


419 


36 


429 


Suj)i)l('mpntary 










2 


2 




2 


2 











3 


19 


22 


3 


ly 


22 


Vocation;;! 


i 


i 


2 


7 


10 


17 


8 


11 


19 


Assistant directors.. 


1 


6 


7 








1 


6 


7 






15 


57 


72 


15 


57 


72 


Junior high: 








Grades VII-VIII 








4 


16 


20 


4 


16 


20 


Miscellaneous, elemen- 












tarv 








4 


9 


13 


4 


9 


13 


(Inido IX 








1 


6 


7 


1 




7 


Principals 


1 


1 


2 




1 


1 


2 


.Senior high: 












Cradcs IX-XII..: 








61 




121 


61 


60 


121 


Principals, etc 


2 


1 


3 


2 


1 


3 


N'orinal: 





















(irades XIII-XIV 








3 


9 


12 


3 


9 


12 


Principals 


1 




1 




1 




1 
















Total 


9 


17 


26 


131 


652 


783 


140 


669 


809 






WHITE AND COLORED 










r.ieineniary. 




















Kindergarten 




2 


2 




195 


195 




1H7 


197 


Grades I-VIII 


5 


33 


38 


38 


1,251 


1,289 


43 


1,284 


1,327 


Supplementary 










39 


39 




39 


39 


Ungraded.. 




1 


1 


3 


58 


61 


3 


59 


62 


Vocational _ 


3 


1 


4 


12 


14 


26 


15 


15 




Directors, etc 


2 


11 


13 








2 


ni 


2 13 


Special teachers 




39 


169 


208 


39 


169 


208 


Junior high: 
















(Irades VII-VIII. . 








13 


83 


96 


13 


83 


96 


N ! i seellaneoos, eten^- 










r.iirv .... 








11 


22 


33 


11 


22 


33 


Grade IX... 








3 


27 


30 


3 


27 


30 


Principals 


4 


2 


6 




4 


2 


6 


Si'nior high: 


















Grades XX-XIV . 








167 


325 


492 


167 




492 


Principals, etc 


10 


4 


14 




10 


4 


14 


Normal: 














Grades XIII-XIV 








3 


24 


27 


3 


24 


27 


PrindpaJs 


1 


1 


2 






1 


1 


2 
















Total 


25 


55 


80 


289 


2,207 


2,496 


314 


2,262 


2,576 



Those who.devote one-half or more than one-half of their time to supervision are included under the 
caption above: " Administrative principals, assistant principals, directors, etc." 

iundergarteft directdt ami assistant director are indoded uadw the headiag " Kimlecgartea ,** 

NuiuIhm' of librarians: White, 7: colored, 3: total, 10. 
Kumber of clerks : White. 26 ; colored, 9 ; total, 85. 
Janitorial service, or care of buildings and grounds, 413. 



SUMMER OR V.4CATION SCHOOLS 

(From July 1 to August 11, 1923) 



Tliere were 4,839 pupils enrolled in the summer or vacation ele- 
mentary^ and high schools— white, 3,094; colored, 1,745. See below 
lor Amei'icanization school: 



18759—24- 



"mi' 
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White 


Colored 


Total 


Elementary: 

Grade VIII-A and below 


1, 527 
164 


829 


2,356 
199 


Grade VIII-B 


35 




TotaL ..... 


1,691 
1,408 


864 


2,555 
2,284 


Seoondary 


881 


Grand total 


3,094 


1,746 


4,893 







The number of teaching centere was : White, 17 ^ colored, 8. Of 
these centers, 2 were of high-school gi*ade — white, 1 ; colored, 1. 



MISCELLANEOUS 



Other enrollments for the sunmier or vacation schools were as 
follows: 





White 


Colored 


Total 




486 


95 


581 


Americanization: 

Day 


217 


217 


Night ... 


257 




257 


Total 


990 


95 


1,055 





The number of teachers in charge of summer or vacation schools 
was as follows : White, 118 — 9 male, 109 female; colored, 60 — 16 male, 
44 female; total, 178—25 male, 153 female. 



SCHOOL GAKDENS 



The school gardens were amducted during the summer months and 
throughout tlie school year. For the year there were 20 teachers 
employed — white 12, colored %. All the teachers w^re female. 



NIGHT HCH«JOI^ 



The whole number of pupils enrolled in the night schools was as 
follows: 





White 


Ccdored 


Total 


Elementary: 


971 
627 
1.975 
4, 327 




971 
1,937 
2,803 
4,935 




1,310 
828 
608 








7,900 


2,746 


10,646 




Number of buildings used for night-school purposes: White, 7; 
colored, 6; total, 13. 

There were 190 teachers, including assistant directors, as follows : 




White 


Colored 


Total 


Mde - - — — = - 


'a 


121 
40 


72 
H8 




Total-.^ il—i -— .1 .„!... . 




12» 


tt2 


190 





1 Indudes an assistant director. 
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DEAF, WOMBy AND BLUXD 

Provision is made for the maintenance and tuition of deaf, dumb, 
and blind children. 

AMEBICANlZATIOlSr WORK 

Americanization work and the instruction of foreigners of all 
!i<res, both day and night, was carried on at the Columbia Junior 
High School building. 

COMMUNITY CENTER DEPARTMENT 

( ivic, educational, recreational and social activities were con- 
(1h( ted by this department, under the direction of the board of 
education, in public school buildings, by the following personnel; 
Directors, 1; supervisors, 2; teachers, 34; clerks, 1; and other em- 
ployees, 74. 

SCHOOL BUILDINGS 

The number of school buildings used was as follows: 



Schools 


White 


Colored 


Total 


Elementary: 

Kindargart«i». 


0) 

92 
4 


0) 

43 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 


135 
5 
2 
6 
7 
2, 


Oradesl-Vm 


Special ... 


Miscellaneous 


Junior high 


4 
5 
1 


Senior high _ 1 .• 


Normal . 


Total 


106 


61 


117 





> Kindergartens are housed in biUldings with the grade schools gqaet^ , Thereisalsaa li^derplrten 

m each normal school b^dingi 



T(^tiil number of portable schools_. : , l ' t6 

Tot.ii number of rented buildings - 11 

The permanmt school buildings contain : 

^^ittin^s for puj;^_._:^__,_l ^_ 67,625 

Assembly halls 26 

U.vniuasiums 1 . 13 

Swimming pools 2 

HYGIENE AND SANITATION 

The following were employed to preserve the health of the school 
children and proper sanitation in the schools: 

Qiief medical and sanitary inspector . 1 

Dental dinies: 

1 Cental operators 8 

I^ental proi^ylactic operators— - — ^— ^— 4 ^ 

— 12 

Meilical inspectors : 

I>entists _ _ _ - 4 

l'liysicians_-r~"r_Trr L -~ - — — 12 

16 

\m sps. graduate - — — — — ^^r- M 



1 iie total amount of money spent for the public schoc^, infeludiif 
^1.510,539.79 for buildings and grounds, was $7,(M«471.59. 
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Diii-in^- the year, to a greater extent tlian last, new playgrounds 
have replaced the old, and school yards, previously closed, have be- 
come new playgrounds, with suitable supervision for the children. 

Municipal athletics and playground sports are developing rapidly 
after years of slow growth. The form of administration whicn was 
in operation in the District some time before the present supervisor 
came into office is unexcelled, and so soon as the playgrounds are 
equipped with field houses, as was originally intended, so there may 
be supervised year round activities, the municipal recreation system 
here will have reached the standard of efficiency desired by its 
founders. In the Children's Bureau report on play<2;r()und facilities 
in the District of Columbia em})liasis is ])laced on the need of Held 
houses, lighting of the grounds, and VI montlis supervision, in ac- 
cord with the original playground plan for tlie District. 

At present playgrounds are open for Vl months, but they are 
supervised only 10 months. During January and February chil- 
dren need guidance. Year^rotind supervision in playgroimd service 
is necessary, since mischief and juvenile delinquency are not peculiar 
to any one season of the year. Increased opportunity for occupa- 
tional jilay an<i industrial recreation must go hand in hand with 
the restriction of child labor. 

The facilities for active recreation in our public parks and public 
school yards in addition to those of the municipal department were 
used very extensively. This has been the most successful year the 
playground doi)artment has experienced. All playgrounds are used 
to the fullest capacity. Not that the playgrounds are crowded at 
every hour of every day, as there is always a fluctuation in the num- 
ber attending, but it does mean that the average attendance taxes 
every iwsonree of those in charge of the ground, and renders the need 
of more play fields apparent. 

Instruction is given in many kinds of handwork and mass-play 
games. There is much free play, and quiet games; there are tennis 
tournaments, tin-can golf, kite tournaments, roller skating contests, 
quoit pitching, and the athlectic badge test for boys and girls. 
Track and field events and the marble tournaments on each ground 
are of great interest. 

The aim of the playground department is to provide for the chil- 
dren and youth an opportunity for diversion and for physical im- 
provement. It encourages and promotes beneficient sports and 
games. Habits of justice, obedience, industry, loyalty, and coopera- 
tion are taught. Strict adherence to the rules of the games teach 
respect for law. Civic pride and a regard for property rights am 
other valuable outgrowths of the public i)laygrounds. Each of the 
})laygrounds is supervised by a director, and the larger ones have 
in addition at times two or three plav leaders. 

The Rotary Club of Washington contributed $1.;^4S to keep open 
school plaj'grounds with supervision after school and Saturdays 
during the fall and spring months. 

Through the kindness of Mr. Harry M. Crandall, the playground 
dej>artment received salary for one play leader on each plaj^ground 
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nearest the six Crandall Theaters for the summer months, amounting 

in all to $900. 

The Catholic University has recognized the worth of this depart- 
ment by giving credits in sociology on a master's degree for certain 
work (lone on the playgrounds and under our supervision for the 

past year. 

Special attention has been jjiven to the snrfacing, <rradino:, and 
(lraina<re of the playgronnds, and '2^)0 shade trees have been planted. 

In addition to the 25 mnnicipal playgrounds, there were 4 play 
stations in operation; o3 school yards were open with supervision 
(luring the summer vacation, and 8 of the larger school yards were 
opened with supervision during the fall and spring terms daily after 
school, Saturdays, and vacation days. 

The daily schedule while school is in session is from 11.45 until 
dusk. Ob Ssturdays and holidays, playgrounds are open from 9 
a. m. until 4.80 p. m. and during summer vacation from 9 in the 
morning until dusk. Visits to the grounds during the year totaled 
nearly 3,000,000, with 20.000 in average daily attendance. 

Three new gi*ounds were opened during the year. 

THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The report of the board of trustees of the free Public Library 
(with which is included that of the public librarian to the trustees), 
records many forward steps taken by the library during tha past 
year. Judging by statistics, the people of WasJimgton are coming 
more and more to appreciate the opportunities offered to them by 
their Public Library. There were 5^,693 registered users of the 
Public Library and 1,136,^22 volumes were loaned for home use, an 
increase of 92,009 volumes over the previous year. In order to me^t 
demands the trustees in their annual report asked for support for 
several branches in public-school buildings, larger book funds and 
a larger staff. 

The plan of extending library service through branches and 
through public-school buildings "continues to prove its soundness 
and every year the wisdom of these methods of distribution is imre 
clearly demonstrated. The southeastern branch completed its firs* 
^ull year with a circulation of 130,675 volumes and is in close cooper- 
ation with the schools of the southeast section and witii a number 
in the northeast. The branch satisfies an important educational need 
in that community and expressions of appreciation have be^ 
nnnierons. The Tak(»iia Park branch records an increase in cir- 
culation of 3,184 volumes and the largest juvenile circulation in its 
history. This branch is likewise making a special effort to reach 
the children in the community. During the year 97 meetings were 
held in the branch library by various clubs and societies. All reports 
P<jint to the fact that the branch library building is becoming an 
important civic center. The stations and high schools also share in 
the increase in circulation, but are greatly handicapped by a lack of 
a special high-school collection and the need for larger duplication 
of titles, for often the general public and pupils secure all copies 
of the books required by high schools for supplem^tal reading. 
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The Carnegie Corporation gave a second $100,000 during the year 
for the Mount Pleasant branch and the building will be completed 
shortly after January 1, 1925. The citizens of that section, either 
individually or through their associations, have in many ways ex- 
pressed their appreciation and tlie benefit they expect to derive from 
it. In tlie a])propri;itiun act of 1925 Con<Tress made no provision for 
this branch and it niav be forced to stand idle for several months 
after its completion. Since Cono:ress by law accepted the gift from 
the Carnegie Corporation it is hoped that action will be taken to 
prevent such a situation from arising. The commissioners renew 
their endorsement of the plan of the board of library trustees and 
the Board of Education for conducting branch libraries in school 
buildings as an efficient and economical method of extending the 
Public Lilwrary ^stem. . 

Larger enrollment at schools and colleges and the increased num- 
ber of Government clerks taking special university and correspon- 
dence courses have heavily taxed the informational and advisory 
services of the libraiT. Fiction circulation fioures have decreased but 
the quality of books read continues to be of a high grade. Debating 
material has Wen in great demand. Students, authoi-s, Bible stu- 
dents, club women and other readers have all found the reference 
service valuable. Over 9,300 questions were recorded at the desk m 
the reference room of the central building, of which 681 were tele- 
phone calls. In the industrial division a ^reat cteal of very practical 
assistance was giv^. Juvenile circulation has incr^E^ed 115 per 
cent in the last five years, the largest increase being in the schools 
division. The importance of good reading as a factor in making 
desirable citizens is unquestioned and larger appropriations are 
needed so that more children may be reached. Tlie appropriation 
for binding was also found to be inadequate. Approximately 5,000 
volumes of the l)ook collection, representing an investment of $5,700, 
were held out of use because no funds were available for rebinding. 

The trustees point to the improvement in the salary situation 
through the operation of the classification act as one oi* the great 
achievements of tl^ year. Out of 97 positions, 68 were allocated by 
the Personnel Classification Board in accordance with the reccAn- 
mendations made by the library trustees. These include not only 
nearly all positions of junior and intermediate grades, but also, 
among the moi*e responsible positions, those of the director of chil- 
dren's work, the supervisor of school work, the children's librarian of 
the central library and the Takoma Park branch lilnarian. It is 
expected that the more adequate salaries secured through the opera- 
tion of the classification act will result in a more stable and contented 
staff, with residting higher efficiency. 

The trustees and librarian have suggested several changes in the 
library's organic law in order to make it better correspond to present 
iMCta and conditioiis. 

POLICE DEPAKTMENT 

The Metropolitan police district is coextensive with the District of 
Ckdumbia ana is divided into 12 police precincts, with area in acres 
and ill square miles as fcAows : 





Area in 
aires 


Area iu 
square 
miles 


1 

1 
1 


Area in 
acres 


Area in 
square 
miles 


— — 

No. 1 - 


425 
906 
2,334 
1,904 
1.468 
523 
9, 459 


0.6642 
1.4156 
3.6468 
2.975 
2.2937 
.8187 
14. 7797 
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No. 8 


1,249 
2,565 
3,696 
11.292 
5,136 


1.9615 

3. 9643 
5. 775 
17.6437 
8.025 


No. 2 --- 


No. 9 


No. 3 


. No. 10.- 


No. 4 ,-- 


No. n_.. 




No. 12 


No. 6 - 


Total 


No. 7.-- 


40. 947 


63. 8732 
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These figures are approximate and do not include area of the 
itomac River south of Washington Channel and Potomac Park. 
In this area are approximately 537 miles of streets and roadways, 
all of which are patrolled by the Metropolitan police force. 

STRENGTH OF FOKCE 

The authorized uniformed force as of Jnne 30, 1924, comprised a 
total of 968 members, exclusive of the street railway crossing force, 
and were divided into the following grades: 



Major and snperintondeiit _ — , — 1 

Assistant superintendents . . 2 

Insjiectors . 8 

< 'attains '. 13 

Lieutenants 21 

►Sergeants '. 56 

Privates: 

(Mass 3 582 

Class 2 222 

Class 1 : - 29 

Vacancy in grade of private ., 1 

Driver-privates : 

(Mass 2 35 

Class 1 3 



Total 968 



DISCIPLINE 

Insistence upon the maintenance of strict discipline and rigid 
adherence to me rules and regulations laid down for the conduct 
of the members of the police force resulted in seven being dropped, 
eitlier during or at the expiration of their probationary terms, for 
iiR satisfactory service, and in the citation of 154 before the Metro- 
politan police trial board for violation of certain of the rules and 
regulations. Proper disciplinary action followed in each case. 

CHANGES IN THE FOBCE 

I hree members of the force died durinof the fiscal year 1924, 43 
iv-io^ied, 29 were removed, and 10 were pensioned. 

Among the deaths was that of Private John W. Purcell, which 
occurred on October 17. 1923, and was the result of a gunshot 
wound sustained while in the actual performance of his duty. 

A tfriVlTIB S OF tSe vobce 

^ot^vithstanding the varied and complex nature of the duties 
tie \ Giving upon the individual officer, the department as a whole has 
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displayed imue^iial activity in the enforcement of the laws and 
regulations in etfect in the District of Columbia, the total number 
of arrests for tlie fiscal yeai* havinoj been 7'2,*2'U, as compared with 
66.Tr)<s foi- tlie previous year, an in.crense of ">.47(), or S.l!(>7 per cent, 
the <rreat majority of these arrests beini>- for misdemeanors. 

The arrests for felonies totaled o.Kk^. as 4'ompared with :2.SS0 for 
the ])re('edin<>- vear. an increase of "JS^',, or Dei" cent, this increase 

lit «. 

in the number of arrests beintj attributed to increased efficiency of 
the force rather than to any unusual increase in crime. 

Of the total number arrested, 41,896 were whit€ and 30,338 colored ; 
64,996 were males and 7,238 females. 

Of those arrested, 10,104: were under 21 years of age, and 2,350 of 
ti^at number were under 17 years of age, a condition worthy of 
serious attention and constructive effort by proper acrencies in some 
nation-Avide movement for the study of juvenile delinquency, its 
cause, its etlect on the body politic, and the remedy for a condition 
in this respect which can not be classed as otherwise than serious. 

As murder is the most serious of all crimes, it is advisul)le to 
])resent comjjlete statistics as to that phase of crime for the period 
covered b}- this report. 

During the fiscal yedr ended June ^50, 1924, 29 murders were com- 
mitted and 28 arrests made. It is with satisfaction that attention is 
called to the record made by the members of the department in suc- 
cessfully clearing up such murders as were committed and arresting 
tl^ offenders. 

VICE SEPBESSION 

The de])artment has ao:ai]i dis])layod its usual activity in the sup- 
pression of ^ ice and the enforcement of the various laws relatinff to 
puublino-. l)ookmakin<2:, lottery, etc.. as will be indicated by the fol- 
lowing- tabidation with comparative statement for the years 1923 and 
1924 : 



Arrests for: 

Adultery 

Fornication 

Keeping a bawdy house 

Keeping a disorderly house.. 

Pandering 

Soliciting prostituti<m 

Vagrancy 



1924 



178 
891 
14 
194 
6 
213 
203 



1923 



199 
777 

132 
2 
196 
252 



Arrests for— ( "i)ntin!ied. 

Violation white slave law 

Bookmaking, etc.. 

Permitting gambling. 

Setting up a gambling table . 
Violation of lottery law 



1924 



17 
32 
310 
9 
1 



2.068 



1923 



23 
73 
272 
5 
1 



1,934 



LIQUOR LAW ENFOliCEMENT 

The department has been vigilant in the enforcement of th» va- 
rious laws relating to the use of liquor. In each precinct one officer 
is detailed and charged with the specific duty of the enf (H^cement of 
these laws, but this condition does not relieve o^ier members of the 
force from the responsibility of taking adequate action in all cases 
of such violations cominjr to their attention, and as an evidence of 
the ener<iy displayed by the force in the enforcement of these most 
essential laws and rejrulations the following: tabulation is submitted, 
showing the number of arrests for violations of the various sections 
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of tlie li(juor laws. tc)«i:ether with description and amount of liquor 
and other property seized under such laws: 



1923 


1924 


1,380 


1,406 


1,492 


1,829 


967 


906 : 


42 


26 


A 

T: 


A 
t 




q 
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28 


'I 




2 


20 


25 


46 


u 


0 


1 

1 


1 


o, you 




8, 148 


9,013 i 


448 


547 i 


223 


179 


8,819 


9,739 


384 


1,571 


63 


22 


0 


7 



Arrests, Volstead law: 

Selling liquor 

Illegal possession of liquor 

Transporting liquor 

ManufjU'turiiiR liquor 

Oporatinfi a still 

Illegal possession of still 

l)fStroyiug evidenci' in liquor 

cases 

Illegal possession of mash 

Maintaining a nuisance 

Conspiracy in liquor traffic. 
Second ofFense, bench warrants 
Soliciting CNrders fm Iiqa<H- 

Total 



Arrests, Shoppard law: 

Intoxication 

Operating vehicle, intoxicated 
Drinlcing in public place 



Total. 



Liquor seized: 

Alcohol (gallons) 

Brandy (gallons) 

Champagne (gallons) 



Liquor seised— Continued. 

Cognac (gallons) 

Cordials (gallons) 

Gin (gallons) 

Home brew (galk)lis) 

Rum (gallons) 

Whisky (gallons) 

Alcoholic beverages (no name) 

• Pela tonic (galIon8.> 

Malt (gallons). 



Wine (gallons) i 3,625 



Total (gallons) 18,351 



Beer (bottles) 

Extract (bottles) 

Mash.. 

Stills 



Vehicles seized: 
Automobiles.. 

Bicycles 

Boats 

Motorcycles. 
Wagons 



Total. 



1009 




0 


5 


0 


75 


264 


1.083 


309 


13 


3 


n 


10.318 


7,885 


643 


0 




0 


; 3 


0 


' 2, 739 


1,596 


; 3,625 


2,086 


1 IS, 351 


14,354 


8,146 


4, 162 


693 


548 


3,718 


2,520 


45 


26 


105 


144 


0 


3 


1 


0 


0 


1 


0 


2 


106 


150 



DETECTIVE BUKEAU 



The detective bureau is charged with the investigation of criminal 
cases in all parts of the police jurisdiction, and the activities of this 
bureau for the last fiscal year resulted in a total of 2,330 arrests and 
in the recovery of property valued at $314,936.22. 



BUREAU OF CKIMINA.L. IDENTIFICATION 

It is tlip fiiiu'tioii of tliis ))uivau to furnish the {lepartinent with 
siu'h infonnation as will as.sist in the prevention and deteetion of 
<-riiiie. and the ideiitilication. ai)i)rehension, and conviction of crim- 
inals, and in exercising that function the attaches of the bureau are 
ie(juired to : 

(a) Photograph, measure, and fingerprint criminals arrested. 

(h) Visit scenes of crime and inspect the same for fingerprint or 
other evidence, and when necessary to photograph the scene of any 
crime. 

(c) Pliot()giai)h scenes of fatal accidents for coroners' inquests 
and possible evidence in court. 

id) Obtain descriptions of . photoofraph. and. wlien thought ad- 
vis:d)le, fingerprint unknown dead persons for the purpose of identi- 
Heation. 

(^') Copv photographs of persons wantcnl or reported missing. 

(/) Ph(itoorai)h fraudulent checks and otlier documents for evi- 
dence for future reference, and to ])erform such other duties within 
the purview of the special character of their work. 

This bureau is under the direct supervision of the inspector com- 
manding the detective bureau, ^ich bureau executed the following 
work during tlie period covered by this report: 

18759—24 4 * 



* 
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Prisoners photographed, measured, and fingerprinted 1, 274 

Scenes of crime pliotographed 16 

Scenes of accidents photographed 4 

Unknown dead photojrraphed 7 

Photographs of criminals copied . 58 

Photographs of missing persons copied . 6 

Fraudulent checks, signatures, etc., photographed 18 

Miscellaneous subjects photograplied ; 182 

Scenes of crime inspected for fingerprint evidence 227 

Number of scenes at which fingerprints were found 83 

Total photographs made: 

Small size 5, 215 

Large size . 148 

Photographs from other jurisdictions added to bureau 1, 454 

Fingerprint records added to bureau 3, 05.') 

Identification made by the fingerprints system 388 

Photographs and fingerprints forwarded to other jurisdictions 621 

Identification made by the United States bureau 12 

Identifications made by other bureaus ^ ^_ 61 



BUREAU OF LOST PKOPEUTY 

This bureau is charged with tracing lost and stolen pr()[jerty and 
the supervision and inspection of establishm^ts of dealers in second- 
hand pei sonal property. As a result of its activities property of the 
value of $17,143 was recovered fi'oni the 374 dealers having licenses 
to conduct business in the District of Columbia. 

PHAUMACY INSPEtTlON BUKEAU 

The officers assigned to this bureau are charged with the enforce- 
ment of the antinarcotic law and all laws relating to the practice of 
pharmacy, medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, and massage 
establishinents. This bureau has been \ ery active and during the 
year made 3,143 official visits, and in addition made 811 investiga- 
tions of suicides by poison, attempted suicides by poison, accidental 
poison cases and miscellaneous other matters. 

SANITAKY OFFICER 

The officer assigned to this bureau is charged with the duty of in- 
vestigating cases of alleged insane persons reported to the depart- 
ment, the preparation of affidavits required by law for the tem- 
porary detention of such persons, and the drafting, executing, and 
tiling of petitions for writs of inquiry, and the attendance at court 
in the hearin<rs of such cases before a judjre and jui-y. Dui-ing the 
year just closed 411 patients were admitted to St. Elizabeths H7)spi- 
tal, 325 of whom had been taken into custody by the police and held 
for mental observation. Of this number, 321 were adjudged insam^ 
and committed. 

TRAFFIC BUREAU 

A bi ief report of the work of tliis important subdivision of the 
]K)Iice department shows that 2r),482 apphcations were received to 
operate motor veliicles. of which 19.429 were api)roved and 0.053 
disapprovtHl. Nonresidents numbering 2,5()() registered with this 
buieau and in each case the applicant was furnished with a certihcate 
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of registration as a nonresident. Specific complaints of violations 
of the traffic regulations numbering 1,092 were received and investi- 
gated and proper record made in each case. 

Dnrin,£r the year there were 10?) traffic deaths, the vehicle figur- 
ing in such fatal accidents being classified as follows: 

Motor vehicles 82 

Sfroi^t ('.".rs 9 

Street railways 5 

Bicycles ^ 4 

Horse-drawn vehicles 3 

In these cases the coroner's jury held as follows: 

Held for manslaughter 25 

Accidental deaths 59 

Carelessness of the deceased 12 

rso imiuests 2 

Killed l>y automobile (operator unknown) 4 

Total 102 

HACK INSPECTION SEBVICE 

During the year licenses for the operation of public vehicles 

were issued and 2.-^70 applications for drivers* character licenses 
were recei\-e(]. of which '2.-2i'A) were approved and 10 disapproved. 
Duriuo- the same period T) licenses were revoked, 75 complaints were 
invest io-ated, -i-i,!)!)!) inspections were made of public vehicles, and 
proi)eiiy to the value of $1,533.97 left in public vehicles was re- 
covered. 

woman's bureau 

This bureau performed the following services during the year: 

Complaints received and investigated ■ — 

Pel-sons ill ciistodv interviewed ' rnl 

Cases investii^ated and adjusted other than house of detention cases 09| 

Total arrests made 

HOUSE OF DETENTION 

The house of detention is established and maintained for the de- 
tention of children under 17 years of a<,'e, and, in the discretion of 
the commissioners, of ^nrls and women over 17 years of age, arrested 
on char<re of offenses against any law in force m the District of Co- 
lumbia, held as witnesses or otherwise, and is under the immediate 
supervision of the officer c<Mnmanding the Woman s Bureau. Dur- 
ing the year 2,792 persons were cared for at this institution, the 
average daily population being 4!i, and the average stay 4.6 < days 
The commitments totaled 13,050 days, and 39.150 meals were served 
diu-ing the year. Nonsectarian religious exercises were conducted 
each Sunday for the benefit of the inmates. 

SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION 

The school of instruction maintained by the department for the 
instruction of members of the force opened September 1, 1923, and 
closed June 4, 1924, and during this period 14 ( members of the force 
were given the benefit of the course, an average of 21 per class, each 
term consisting of 30 daiys af 7 hours each. 
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CHILD-LABOB IN&PECTION SERVICE 

Tender the law. two nieiubers of the foix-e are assiirned to tlie duty 
of enforeinji: tlie ])rovisions of the act of Conaie^s known as the chihl 
hibor hnv. and (hirin<r the }ear 41)4 inspections were made of places 
where it was alleged children were bein<»: employed. 

BOARD OF RLRGEONS 

The board of surgeons report thaf during the year 1,684 members 
of the force were on sick leave, and there were iM8lr) visits of mem- 
bers to the clinic, and T'U) house vi^its were made by members of the 
board. In addition, the board of suiii-eons trc^ated loS ineni1)ers of 
the park police and 42 members of the White House police force. 

CHIEF (ALSO PROPERTY) CLKitK 

The chief clerk exercises general supervision over the clerical 
work of the department, and as property clerk is charged with the 
care and safe-keeping of all lost, stolen, and abandoned property 
coming into the possession of the police, as well as the effects of the 
insane and persons dying in the District of Columbia without rela- 
tives or friends. During the year property to an estimated value 
of $-2.()r)9,T4() was handled in this office. Xotwitlistanding the great 
increase in tlie volume of work tlie records of the office are in good^ 
condition and thoroughly up to date. 

SAIARY INCREASE 

At the last session of Congress legislation was enacted increasing 
the compensation paid members of the force to such an extent as 
to place them on a par witli res])ect to salaries with many of the 
larger cities of the United States, legislation which was much 
needed, and tlie ])assa<»e of which has already had a tendency to 
improve the morale of the force. 

This legislation also carried a ])rovisi()n u'rantiug to all members 
of the force one day otl in each week of seven days in lieu of Sun- 
day, with the proviso that the commissioners could in case of emer- 
gency suspend the granting of such leave pending the continuance 
of such emergency. To put into effect this provision of law would 
require the service of 165 additional men, and this number was in- 
cluded in the deficiency bill, which failed of passage in the last 
hours of the Congress. The commissioners were therefore obliged 
to dechire an emergency until such time as the numerical strength 
of the force was increased as reconunended. 

It was hoped and believed that the i)assaoe of the salary legis- 
lation referred to would not only have the effect of improA'inir the 
morale of the force, but that it would also attract a sutticient num- 
ber of men of high caliber to keep the ranks continuallv tilled and 
to place on the eligible list a number sufficient to permit of the 
immediate appointment of the additional 165 privates as soon as 
the defit iency bill is enacted into law. Recruiting has been slow 
and while the force is at present up to its fidl authorized strength, 
great difficulty is being experienced in placing on the eligible list 
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tlie number essential for the carrying out of this provision of the 
law. 

IMPROVED WOBKING CONDITIONS 

It has been the constant aim of the administration to improve 
the working condition of the men and at the same time increase 
the efficiency of the service rendered the public. Notable among 
the orders issued with this object in view was one under which the 
system of station clerks and patrol service men working 12 and 14 
hours out of every 24 were relieved from such necessity and placed 
upon a straight 8-hour schedule. 

Another departure was tlie order eliminatint; the " swing sec- 
tion " or '* platoon " and instituting a strai<i:ht three-platoon system 
iimler wliich the men worked three separate tricks of duty of eight 
hours each. changin<>- each Sunday. Plans are going forward for 
tlie elimination of reserve duty performed by the men in addition 
to their regular tours of street duty and for the establishment of 
central reserve units, the members of which will be drawn from 
the regular patrol force, performing certain of their tours of duty 
as a reserve instead of being part of the active patrol force. 

ABDITIONAL PBECINCTS 

The rapidity with whicli heretofore large unsettled areas are 
being built u[) has made it incumbent upon the department to out- 
line a i)lan for the immediate and future development of the police 
service to such an extent as will meet the conditions resulting 
therefrom. 

In order to properly police the territory comprised in the juris- 
diction steps should be taken to acquire three sites for the erection 
of new station houses and the establishment of additional precincts. 
The first one of these to be considered is that in the vicinity of 
Colorado and Georgia A\ enues NW., which would be the head- 
quarters of the proposed thirteenth precinct and would comprise 
the territory lying north of Buchanan Street and between Rock 
Creek on the west and Kiggs Road on the east. This territory 
is a i>art of the tenth police jnecinct, has a population of approxi- 
mately iau,OUO, an acreage of 3,696, and an area in square miles 
of 5,775. 

Next in order of inii)ortance is the purchase of a site in Benning 
for the erection of the fourteenth precinct station, which would com- 
prise the territory east of the Eastern Branch and the Potomac River 
and north of Pennsylvania Avenue SE., all of which is now a part of 
the eleventh precinct, the largest precinct in point of acreage and 
mileage in the police jurisdiction, covering, as it does, 11,292 acres, 
with an area of approximately 17% square miles, with a population 
Widely scattered 

The necessity for the establishment of a precinct in Tenleytown, 
which comprises the territory west of Rock Creek and north of Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue, all of which is now a part of the seventh iH-ecinct, 
with an acreage of 9,^159, and approximately 14% square miles, is 
most vital. 

Some years ago it was found necessary to erect in Tenleytown a 
substation and to permanently assign a portion of the seventh pre- 
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cinct command to such substation for the patrol of a part of this ter- 
ritory ; and in the projected development it will not be necessary to 
purchase a new site, nor would it be necessary to erect a new station, 

as the present building; will ansAver all requirements for some years 
to come: but it will be necessary to provide a captain Cor the com- 
mand of this ])rocinct and additional men for the ]^atrol force, as it 
is rapidly bein<r built up and the vast stretches of territory Avhich a 
few years a^o were nothin<j: but dens(^ woods or vacant open spaces 
are now being rapidly improved and populated. 

NEEDED LEGISLATION 
DANCE HALLS 

Section 7 of the act of Congress aj^proved fluly 1. 190*2. should be 
repealed and specific authority shouhl be <riven the conunissioners 
to enact regulations relative to the licensing of businesses, trades, and 
professions and to enact necessary regulations for the conduct of 
such businesses, trades, and professions. The reason is obvious, as 
conditions have materially changed since the enactment of the act 
referred to and as action of the courts in many cases has had the 
effect of practically nullifying the effect of the law. 

FUGITIVE LAW 

There should be enacted a fugitive law wliich would permit the 
authorities to \tp\d for a reasonable period fugitives who come 
within the jur4Mictipn after notification of the authorities from 
another jurisdiction that the person wanted and detained has com- 
mitted a crime. * 

DEADLY AND DANGEROUS WEAPONS 

For many years this department has recommended the enactment 
of Adequate weapon legislation. There is pending now before the 
Congress a bill known as the Capper bill, which if enacted will 
place into the hands of the authorities adefiuate means through 
the use of which may be brought about a material reduction in the 
number of crimes of violence, and a speedy enactment of this 
legislation is urged. 

ADDITIONAL COUKT JUDGES 

Provision should be made for two additional judges of the police 
court. The law creating the police court and providing for two 
judges to sit therein was enacted many years ago when the total 
number of cases brought before such court was approximately one- 
fifth the number brought before the court at the present time, 
notwithstanding which fact there has been no increase in the 
number of judges. 

DRUG ADDICTION 

Legislation shoidd be enacted making drug addiction in the 
District of Columbia a felony, such legislation to provide that any 
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found iriiilty of beiiio- a di-uo- addict shall be suhjtH'ted to 
a penalty of not less than one year or more than Hve years in the 
wdiklioiise. to the end that thev nuiv receive medical tivatment 
ill an ell'ort to cure them of the habit. Such action would enforce 
iciiularity of habits and outdoor exercise, which, in addition to 
oilier standard treatment for drug addiction would in most cases 
have the effect of restoring such unfortunates botk mentally and 
physically to such an extent that after their release they would 
be able to withstand temptation and .migM become useful members 
of ,M)ciety. 

In the past much difficulty has been experienced in procuring 
evidence necessary for prosecution against persons illegally trafficing 
in narcotic drugs, which . it is believed, is due to the heavy penalties 
imposed by the courts on persons convicted of such an offense. The 
dealer in narcotic druas is l)ecoming more secretive and cautious, 
iievei' makinir 5i sale to anvoiie not well known or reconnnended by 
someone thoroughly trusted by him. Recoveries of drugs from 
dealers and users have been smaller than at any time in the past 
five years. They are finding it more difficult each year to get their 
supplies. Drug addicts are always in fear of a shortage and fi?e- 
quently are compelled to go for days without the drug, a condition 
which has resulted in a considerable number of such unfortunates 
applying for and receiving treatment at Gallinger Hospital, which 
IS well equipped for this purpose: but such treatment is entirely 
voluntary on their part, and it is believed that the enactment of a 
law making drug addiction an offense wherein it would be merely 
necessary to establish the fact that a person is an J^ddict and pro- 
vidinjr the penalty outlined such treatment could ne made com- 
pulsory, and the resulting benefits would indeed be great. 

CIIIKOrKACTORS AND OSTEOPATHS 

Recommendation is again urged that legislation be enacted regu- 
lating the licensing of chiropractors and osteopaths and other 
practitioners of this type in order that the public may be safe- 
guarded against persons not qualified to render professional serviqe. 

THE TRAFFIC PR0BL»EM 

Traffic continues to present a problem of ever-increasing im- 
portance in this as in other urban connnunities. The natural 
increase in the number of automobiles using the highways of the 
citv each year very naturally makes for increased congestion and 
adds materially to the difficulties encountered in attemptmg to 

regulate its movement. i • xt. 

Parking facilities do not exist and can not be made to exist to the 
extent necessary to accommodate even a small portion of the auto- 
mobiles whose drivers seek such facilities. The commissioners have 
in view, however, a comprehensive program of widening various 
streets in the congested section of the city. Some of the streets are: 
^ixth Street between Louisiana and Massachusetts Avenues NW., 
Tenth Street between F Street and Massachusetts Avenue ^VV., 
Eleventh Street between G Street and Massachusetts Avenue JNW., 



80 RBPOBT OF GOMMISSIONEBS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Twelfth Street from Pennsylvania Avenne to E Street NW., and 
Fifteenth Street between PI and I Streets NW. 

It ife' recommended that leorislation be enacted establishing a traffic 
court, the function of which should be the trial of traffic cases ex- 
clusively and such leiiislation should also provide airainst forfeiture 
of collateral, to the end that all ])ers()ns arrested on char^re of viola- 
tion of any of the traffic re<rulations be triven a hearin<»- in open court. 

It is also recommended that lei'^islation })e enacted makinir it 
oblitratory upon the court to impose a jail sentence on conviction of 
any person on the charge of operating an automobile while under 
the influence of liquor. 

It is the consensus of opinion of all students of traffic conditions, 
however, that the first and most urgent need with respect to increased 
efficiency in the handling of traffic is a material increase in the num- 
ber of policemen assigned to the special duty of directing and con- 
trolling traffic. There are at least 45 intersections in the District 
of Columl)ia which are points of traffic congestion, where, because 
of a limited force it is impossible to assign j^ol icemen. The Senate 
Connnittee on the District of Columbia in a report on *' Traffic Con- 
ditions in tlie District of Columbia."' after careful investigation ex- 
pressed the opinion that there should be at least 200 additional traffic 
officers. 

THE SMOKE SCREEN 

The police department, in its efforts to stamp out the illicit sale 
and use of liquor, has been confronted with many obstacles, but none 
more dastardly and difficult of control than the deadly smoke screen, 
which is a device frequently used in recent months by drivers of 
automobiles transporting liquor in violation of law. A tank is at- 
tached to the machine containing oil or gas producing sul)stances 
which may or may not be poisonous in nature. Tliis tank is con- 
nected with the exhaust and when the driver finds that he is being 
pursued by a i)olice officer he can by means of a valve connection 
throw out a dense and impenetrable cloud of smoke or [)oisonous or 
blinding gas. The commissioners have recently enacted a regulation 
providing a heavy fine for any person convicted of using such a de- 
vice for the purpose of eluding pursuit or defeating capture, but 
it is not believed that this will have the desired effect. 

It is believed that legislation should be enacted making it a felony 
punishable by not less than two years in the penitentiary for any 
operator of an automobile to have such a device attached thereto. 

HEAVIER PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF LIQUOR LAWS 

The attitude of the department in enforcing the licjuor laws is evi- 
denced by the comprehensive hgures given in another part of this re- 
port, but efforts fail of complete fulfillment because of the inadequacy 
of the penalties provided by law and because of the delays ex- 
perienced in the courts in bringing offenders to trial after they are 
arrested. 

The sale of liquor is not an offense which is committed on the spur 
of the moment, where there might be offered the defense of lack of 
knowledge of the law or lack of forethought in complying with its 
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provisions. On the contrary, it is generally a carefuJlj planned and 
successfully executed violation of a law the existence of which is 

known to all men. 

The experience of this department hrini^- rh^r •.oriclosiori that the 
imposition of a small tine in cases of tliis 'Tiaract^rr dr^-r not act as 
;i (letei'renl. and therefore the penalty clan-- with ivlation to the 
ille<>al sale of licpior should he amended -o as to prov:d^^ a jail sen- 
tence of at least (U) days for the first otien.-e. witli<-iit tine, with pro- 
portionate heavy increase in the period of imprisonment for each 
subsequent offense. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
FUIK LOSS 

The report of the chief engineer of the fire department shows that 
during the year 2,670 alarms of fire were received, a decrease of 1^ 
from the numher received during the fiscal year 1923. Of the alarms 
KMcived, 2TS were false, this number heina- more than the numher 
received during the preceding year. Convictions were obtained in 
several cases. 

Tlie total lire loss dnrino- the year is estimated at S1.()l!L4o1. a 
decrease of Sl.()r)*2.()()r) from tlu' amount of the loss durinn" the fiscal 
vear 11)28. This decrease of more tiian r)() per cent in the annual tire 
loss is, of course, gratifying to the counnissioners and the hre depart- 
ment. 

FIRE PREVENTION 

'Hiis imi)ortant work of the department is still being vigorously 
pursiKMl. and w ithout (pu^stion the decrease in the fire loss is due to a 
iricat extent to this activity. The usual inspectional work and super- 

i-ion over the storage and sale of highly inflammable materials was 

iiiaiiiiained. 

The connnittee of citizens appointed by the conmiissioners to pro- 
vide for a proper observance of fire prevention week again func- 
tioned in a most efficient manner and its members are to be highly 
congratulated for the manner in which they brought the subject of 
tire prevention to the attention of the District's population. 

During the year the commissioners foimd it necessary to reiiiove 
>c\en members of the fire department for serious infractions of the 
niles and regulations. Less drastic disciplinary action was admin- 
istered in 142 cases. 

POOCKMEN AND FIREMEN'S RELIEF FUND 

Xine members of the department were retired dnrino- the year 
iiii<l aranted ])ensions. Six widows of deceased firemen or pen- 
sioners were also granted relief. 

DEATHS .,' ' 

l>iiring the vear the department lost one of its active members, 
Piivate J. G. Kinsinger. The death of the followino- pensicmers also 
occurred: AY. A. Clark, W. W. Virts, James Frazier, T. P. Purcell, 
Conrad Weitzel, C. W. Buhler, and Mary Holohan. 
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HOBSES 

On July 1, 1923, the department had on hand (h horses. During 
the year 2 died, 2 were sold, and 4 were condemned and transferred 
to other District departments. Comparatively few of these horses 
are maintained hy the department, the great majority being used by 
other District activities and maintained by tJiem subject to the call 
of the fire department in case of emergency caused by the failure 
of motor apparatus through accident, necessity for over-hauling, and 
repairs, etc. 

TRAINING SCHOOL 

Since 1911, when the fire department drill tower, by reason of its 
dilapidated condition, was razed, no proper facilities have been 
available for the training of hremen in the work they must perform 
upon the fire ground. The District of Columbia is far behind most 
cities in this regard, and it is hoped that it will be possible in the 
not far distant future to obtain funds for the erection of such a 
building. 

APPABATUS 

The deparment at the pre>ent time has no companies in service witli 
horse-drawn apx^aratus. However, the need for additional motor ap- 
paratus is still present. Christie tractor-drawn apparatus, in active 
service, as well as the older pieces of motor apparatus, are in . bad 
condition, unreliable, and should be replaced at an early date. As 
has been previously stated in reports of the connnissioners, it has 
been found necessary to limit the speed of the Christie tractor-drawn 
steam fire enpnes to 12 miles per hour, and this limitation renders 
this ai)paratus i)ractically useless so far as its initial work on the 
fire ground is concerned. The purchase of additional modern motor 
apparatus is a vital necessity. 

SALABIES 

The act of Congress approved May 27, 1924, granted increases in 
salary to all officers and members of the fire department, and also 
provided that, in lieu of Sunday, one day oi^ in seven he granted to 
each said officer and member. It has, however, been im])ossil)le to 
place the latter provision of the law in ettect owing to the fact 
the deficiency bill which carried tlie api)roi)riations for the additional 
men necessary failed of passage at the last session of Congress. It is 
hoped that provision for these men will be made soon after Con- 
gress convenes in December. The increased salaries are now in effect, 
and the commissioners feel that the legislation referred to accom- 
plished the result of averting a deplorable situation, which would 
liave arisen had the employees effected suffered the loss of the so- 
called bonus and received no increase in statutory pay to balance 
the same. 

HEALTH OFFICES 
pofiila'tion 

The estimated popidation of the District of Columbia for the year 
1923, as recorded by the I nited States Bureau of the Censtis, is 
475,966, the whites numbering 359,569 and the colored 116,397. 
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VITAL STATISTICS 

Deaths, — ^llie total number of deaths recorded during the calendar 
year 1923 was 7,105, an increase over the preceding year of 800. The 
ireneral death rate rose from 13.89 in the year 1922 to 14.93 in the 

year just closed. This marked increase in mortality was due prin- 
cipally to the large number of deaths from- pneumonia and la grippe 

which occurred during the winter months of last year. 

In view of the large number of deaths recorded each year from 
pncumunia, and the fact that certain forms of the disease at least 
appear to be conununicable, the advisability of I'ecommending to the 
coiHinissionei's the promulgation of regulations requiring the report- 
iiiii' and isolation of all cases of this disease is now bein^ carefullv 
considered by the health department. The total number of deaths 
from pneumonia during the calendar year 1923 was 1,015. 

Of the total number of 7,105 deaths, 4,449 were white and 2,656 
colored, the white rate being 12.37 and the colored 22.82. 

The principal causes of death dilring the year, arran^d in the 
order of relative influence on the death rate, were pneumonia, organic 
Ik ai t disease, cerebral hemorrhage, Bright's disease, pulmonary 
niherculosis, and malignant growths, 

lihths. — The total number of births recorded during the calen- 
<lar year 1923 was somewhat less than in tlic preceding year, there 
lu'ino- i)A'2l recorded in 1922 and 9,029 in the year just closed, the 
uviieral birth rate for the year 1923 being apx^roximately 19 for each 
1.000 (jf population. The total white births numbered 6,413 and the 
colored 2,616. 

Infant mortality. — For every 1,000 babies born during the calen- 
dar year, 91.3 died during the first year of life, the white rate being 
70.5 'and the colored 142.2. These figures showed a marked increase 
ill the death rate of infants under 1 year of age. It is believed this 
inciease can be accounted for in part by the smaller number of 
births rei)orted during th.e vear just closed. 

Rrfhies.—l^iihies is on the increase in the District. The number of 
*I()gs found to l)e suffering from rabies as well as the number of 
persons bitten by dogs during the year increased. Thirty-nine dogs 
were found to be rabid, and 24 persons were bitten by dogs that 
were shown by port-mortem findings to be rabid at the time the 
biting was done. 

The commissioners on June 12, 1923, issued a proclamation cover- 
ing the period from July 1 to September 30, 1923, requirmg the 
muzzling of all dogs running at large. 

BUBEAU OF PBEVENTABLE DISE^N^SES 

The contagious-disease service handled, during the calendar year 
1924, 4,157 cases of measles, 1,207 of tuberculosis, 1,140 of chickenpox, 
1,095 of whooping cough, 935 of diphtheria, 853 of scarlet fever, 195 
of typhoid fever, 66 of smallpox, 40 infantile paralysis, 8 epidemic 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, and 5 cases of pellagra, making a total 
of 9.759 cases. . 

'^iiiaJJ pox.— This disease prevailed to an unusual extent during the 
'ast fiscal year. A total of 207 cases were recorded. The dise:ise 
^vas fortunately of a mild type and no fatalities occurred. The 
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smallpox hospital was in active operation -^(U days (liirin<r the fiscal 
year, and duiin«i: that time ISl patients were treated. The total 
iinmher of ])atient-days service rendered was 1,678; the average stay 
(d' each [)atient in the hospital was r).5 days. 

Q u/i ninfhie xtdthu. — This institution was in active operation ^05 
days durino the fiscal year, 139 inmates were cared for, and the total 
number of inmate-days service rendered was 774. The average stay 
of each inmate was six days. 

Leper hospital. — No cases of leprosy were found in the District 
during the year. The institution was. therefore, not in active opera- 
tion at any time. The buildina* is old and in need or repairs. These 
repaii's Avill be made at an early date. 

Ari(hulance service. — The total nnmher of persons suffering from 
niinoi- contagious diseases removed in the general contagious disease 
ambulance^ was 402. 

If'iphfjK I 'lii. — l)urin«j: the year of^f) cases of di])htheria. with 4'2 
deaths ivowx that disease, were recorded. The Avork of a])plyin<r the 
''Schick" test has been continued during the year, and practically 
all of the inmates of the various children's institutions have now been 
immunized against diphtheria. In addition to the work done in 
institutions, approximately 2,000 children attending the public 
schools have also been immunized. This work among the school 
child) en will be continued during the coming school term. 

Typhoid fever. — This disease seems to be gradually disappearing 
from the District. One hundred and thiiteen cases with 27 deaths 
were recorded dui-ing the calendar year 11)2)> as against l.SS with 2.') 
deaths durinii- the preceding yeai". Investigation to determine the 
origin of these cases definitely showed that 87 were conti-acted outside 
of the District (d' Columbia and in 22 other cases the disease was 
probably contracted outside of the District. 

With a view to preventing the spread of typhoid in this District, 
clinics are maintained by tlie health department where typhoid 
vaccine is administered, without charge, to persons desiring the same. 

Scarlet fercr. — Scarlet fever prevailed to a much greater extent 
than usual. Nine hundred and eighty-eight cases were recorded with 
11 deaths. This outbreak had, however, practically subsided before 
the close of the fiscal vear. 

IsolcfJon irar<Jx. — Attention is again called to the urgent need for 
tlic vMcciion of an isohition building for the care and treatment of 
persons su llering from minor contagious diseases. Th(^ onlv insti- 
tutions to whicli ])at!ents sulfering fi'om minor contagious diseases 
can now be sent for treatment is the isolation buildinas at Garfield 
Memorial Hospital and the isolation building at Providence Hospital. 
Under present arrangements, indigent persons treated at either of 
the above-mentioned institutions are paid for by the District under 
terms of contracts made with each hospital from year to year. The 
isolation buildings at Garfield Hospital in their present condition 
are far from satisfactory for the care of patients sent there for 
treatment. The buildings are badly in need of repairs and are with- 
out modern conveniences and equipment for an institution of this 
kind. 

The need for a hospital owned and operated bv the District is 
most urgent. 



REPOET OF COMMIS8I0NEBS OF THE DISTBICT OP COLUMBIA 35 

Di'^hifi cthiq semof. — One thousand eight hundred and twelve 
premises were disinfected durinir the fiscal year and 1,10S aiticles 
exiHised to infection were disinfected at the disinfection station. 

l*uhJ'K- r/cf/urto/iy/n. — Five hundred and thirty hodies were cre- 
mated (hirin<r the fiscal year — 87 adults, 147 infants, and '29() still- 
hovn babies. Seventy-three private cremations were done during the 
year, for whicb fees aniountina* to Sl,;V21 were collected. 

Bcwtenological Jahonifory. — The total number of specimens of all 
kinds examined during the fiscal year were 22,417. More samples of 
water were collected and examined than in any previous year, and 
close watch has been kept of the public water supply. 

Bathing pools, — ^All public bathing pools in the District have been 
( !n-ely supervised during the year. Samples of water from these 
places have been collected at frequent intervals and submitted to bac- 
teriological examination. 

Serological lnhomtory. — During the year 4.100 specimens of blood 
for the Wasserniann reaction, 570 for the Widal reaction, 1,095 
siuears for gonococcus. and ()<> for malaria were examined. 

Wi n.s tni/1 ir4tt( r sh itpHes. — Sam})les of water from public and pri- 
vate wells to the number of l,2.ss were examined. Close supervision 
h;is also been kept over the water supply furnished by common car- 
riers for drinking purposes. 

Chemiral lahorafot'g. — Nine thousand eight hundred and eighteen 
samples of all kinds were examined as f oUows : ^Drugs 43, foods 9,536, 
water 147, air for police department 15, coroner 11, and 4 miscel- 
laneous. 

Milk tti)(] (K am-, — The bill to regulate the sale of milk in the Dis- 
ti i( t of Columbia passed the Senate with certain amendments a few 
da\s before the recess of Congress. II is hoped the measure will be 
enacted. 

Dispej)siirips — T rffilnxix dirision. — Nine hundred and forty 
new ])atients were admitted to the clinic during the fiscal year. The 
total number of visits made by all patients to the clinic was 6,536. 
One thousand and two X-ray liictures were made. The clinic nurses 
niade 4,(>«r) visits to the homes of patients. 

Vcmr<a7-di.^r^fsc JiriKio/). — During tlie il^cal year 1,834 new pa- 
tients were admitted. The total number of visits made by all patients 
during the year was 12,525. The nurses made 559 visits to homes of 
patients. Three thousaifd five hundred and forty-seven salvarsan 
injections were given. Of the tc^al number of new patients ad- 
mitted, 67 were 5 years of age or under and 260 between the ages 
of 5 and 15 years. 

During the ye^r a number of lectures and moving-picture exhibits 
were given before public gatherings of various kinds. 

The bill for the control of venereal diseases in the District of Co- 
lumbia passed the House of Representatives a few days before the 
recess of Congress. It now awaits action by the Senate. 

Medical aiul dvi)fal inspection of pvhlic s^chools.—k. detailed rei)ort 
covering the operations of the medical and dental inspection service, 
including the work performed by school nurses, is embodied m the 
report of the Board of Education. During the school year the in- 
spectw made 7,112 visits to school buildings and 198 visits to homes 
of certain pupils. Seven tfeousiind two handred a»d sixty-five pufMls 
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urere found to have some physical defect and appropriate treatment 

recommended. In l.o-'^S eases exclusion from school was recom- 
mended. One linndred and ten pupils were examined mentally ann 
physically to determine the advisability of seo^regation in special 
schools: 68 per cent were recommended for transfer to special classe- 

During the year 1,494 pupils in the kindergarten and first grades 
were given a thorough physical examination. Of these. 85.8 per cent 
were found to have some physical defect. 

Twenty-one nutrition classes, 10 white and 11 colored, were con- 
ducted under the general supervision of the medical inspection 
force. The nutrition workers were supplied by the domestic-science 
departments in the white schools, the physical-training departments 
in the colored schools and by the Association for the Prevention of 
Tuberculosis in both white and colored schools. 

Dental impecfion. — Four dental clinics were, as heretofore, oper- 
ated during the vear. Three thoiisand six hundred and sixtv-four 
pupils were given treatment. The total number of examinations 
made by the dental-inspection force during the year was 18.704. 

School nurses. — Eight thousand two hundred and sixty-nine pu- 
wJs having some physical defect were handled by the school nurses. 
The present force of medical, dental, and nursing services is entirely 
too small to properly care for the health of the children in our 
schools. Heretofore the school work has been confined to the public 
schools. There are, however, a large number of private school^ k)- 
cated throughout the, District having a large attendance of pupils. 
It is believed that private schools of all kinds should be under the 
same supervision as the public schools are at present. 

Bureau of food hispection. — The food inspectors made a total of 
104,385 inspections during the fiscal year. Three thousand three 
hundred and ninety-two food producing and vending establisliments 
were registered at the close of the year. One thousand seven hun 
dred and tJiirty-five dairy farms with cattle to the number of 31,066 
producing mili for tl» District of Columbia were also registered at 
the close of the year. 

Slmghterhouses.—iymmg the year 6,500 cattle, 3,339 sheep, 3,198 
calves, and 26,965 hogs were inspected at the vi»iotts slaughterhouses 
throughout the District. 

Bureau of sanitary inspection. —Eight thousand two hundred and 
twenty-eight complaints were received and acted upon during the 
fiscal year. These complaints necessitated the making of 13,125 in- 
spection visits. 

The total number of visits of all kinds made by the sanitary 
inspection force was 65,824. 

Six hundred and sixty-nine notices were served upon nonresident 
owners of property un<kr the assessment system for the abatement 
of nuisances. In all but 36 cases the nuisances were abated by the 
owners; in these cases the work was done by the District and the cost 
assessed against the property. 

Weed During the year 1.381 notices were served on owners 

of lots to cut and remove weeds therefrom. 

Smoh& inspection. — Ten thousand and seventv-six observation- 
were made during the year. One hundred and forty-four cases were 
referred to corporation counsel for prosecution in the police court 



fur violation of the smoke law. Fines and forfeitures amounted to 

$1,040. 

Klght hour female Inhor law. — Two thousand and sixty-two estab- 
li'^jiiiients coming within the purview of this law were registered at 
the close of the fiscal year. In 14 instances violation of the law 
was noted and prosecution instituted against the proprietors. 

Child hygiene service. — On July 1, 192S, the health departm^t 
took over a large part of the work formerly done by tie Child 
Welfare Society. Five welf wie stations were operated during the 
year as follows: Georgetown University Hospital, 330 C Street 
V.W., 1235 Four-and-a-half Street SW., 1130 K Street SE., and 900 
Maryland Avenue NE. 

During the fiscal year the total number of visits to welfare stations 
was 14,846, and the nurses made 12,934 visits to the homes of 
children. 

On January 4, 1924, the commissioners issued certain regulations 
lor the government of day nurseries and homes for children under 
15 years of age. These regulations became elfective February 4, 
1924, and since that date 134 applications for permits to maintain 
such institutions have b^n received. Eighty4hree were favorably 
acted upon and 15 unfavorably. Thirty-six applications were pend- 
ing at the cloee ol the fiscal year. It is believed that, piomolga- 
tion of these regulations fills a long- felt need. 

Pound service, — During the fiscal year 2,697 dogs were captured 
running at large and 1,097 other dogs were surrendered by their 
owners. In addition to these, 48 horses, 3 mules, 3 goats, and 2 
cows were also impounded. One thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
one cats were also surrendered to the poundmaster for destruction. 
The total number of animals of all kinds handled was 5,701. 

J>ureau of administration. — Ten thousand one hundred and forty 
letters and 6,269 oral complaints were received during the year. 
Thirteen thousand tliree hundred and thirty-two letters were sent 
out by the department and 2,184 special reports were entered and 
filed. 

Bureau of vital 8taiMUc8.—W\n& thousand one hundred and thirty- 
three births, 501 stillbirths, and 6,399 deaths were recorded during 
the fiscal year. Two thousand two hundred and fifteen transcnpts 
from the^ recoids of deaths and births were issued. 

BOABD OF , CHANTIES 

Tlie i-eport of tlie Uoard of Charities reviews the work of all the 
iHMial, charitable, and correctional institutions, callmg attentiMi ^- 
peciallv to developments at the workhouse and reformatory, the 
Galfinger Municipal Hospital, and the Home and School for the 

Feeble Minded. , , t i u 

The work of construction of the reformatory buildings has been 
continued actively during the year. Twelve buildings are now 
under roof and four others in process of construction. The re- 
hiiikling of the workhouse has been commenced. The temporai-y 
^vooden buildings which have been used since 1910 are to be re- 
phiced by brick buildings of a permanent character, and the first 
these buildings is now under construction. 
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The first complete year's experience since the openin^^ of the new 
l^sychopathic wards at the (iallinfrer Municipal Hospital brings 
strikin^ir evidence of tlie need for tliis department of the hospital. 
Tlie number of patients handled at tlie psychophatic wards 
increased fnmi 1,01)1 in 11):^:) to '2Ai)\ in 19*24-. 

By authority of special le^rislation enacted last year a restndy 
of the i)lans for tlie (iallinger Municipal Hospital (other than the 
psychopathic department) was made by an expert on hospital con- 
struction and the municipal architect is now ready to proceed 
with the erection of the buildings as -sotrn as appropriations are 
available. The Board of Charities urges the early coBstruction 
of these buildings to i-eplace the old wooden structures which have 
been in use for more than one-half a century. 

Legislative authority was obtained la«t winter for the treatment 
of pay patients at the psychopathic wards of the Gallin^rer Hos- 
j)ital and also in the Tuberculosis Hosi)ital. The board believes 
that this provision will meet the needs of a. very worthy class of 
persons who are willin<>: to pay to the ext^mt of their ability but 
unable to pay the charges of j)rivate hospitals. 

The nurses' home authorized for Tuberculosis Hospital has been 
completed and will soon be occupied. 

The plans have been completed for the new Home and School 
for the Feeble Minded and die buildings will shortly be advertised 
for contract. Meantime under the authority granted by Omgress 
last wintOT a superintendent of the institution has been appointed 
and is now at work planning erection of temporary buildings for 
the reception of children pending the construction of the perma- 
nent buildings which will not be imdy for use until about the 
close of the present fiscal year. 

Charitable and correctional institutions have already felt the 
benefit of the substantial iucreases in couipensation allowed luider 
the [HM'sonnel classification act to the poorly paid employee.s, and 
the standard of service has been distinctly improved. A better 
grade of help is being secured and changes are less frequent. The 
force is not only more efficient but more stable. 

The important work of the care of dependent children under the 
Board of Children's Guardians has been carried on effectively 
throughout the year, as set forth in the report of that board. 

No notable change by way of increase or decrease occurred in the 
population of charitable, penal, and coriectional institutions. No 
unusual or abnormal conditions are indicated. 

BOARD OF CHILDREN *S (iL ARDIANS 

Since its organization by act of Congress, July 2f», 1S92. the Board 
of Children's Guardians has cared for 5,206 wards during minority, 
3,790 for temporary periods. Four hundred and eighty-seven feeble- 
minded children have been provided for and tramed toward self- 
support. The board has investigated 15,185 complaints involving 
more than 30,000 children alleged to be in need of public protection 
and care. 

uring the past year 755 complaints and applications, involving 
1,439 children, have been investigated. Court action was found 
necessary in only 88 cases, invo.lving 148 children. Every effort is 



made to keep children in their own homes, and resort to court action 
is had only in cases where child's welfare demands it. Of the total 
TriT) cases investi«^ated, 4r)() were adjusted by our own workers, 153 
icfeired aftei" investi<ration to private organizations, and 58 were 
j)eii(lin«r iit close of year, 

Care was driven durin*; the year to 2,047 children: 404 new coin- 
niitnieiits were made to our guardianship. Every effort has been 
made to give closer supervision to our wards and to provide for each 
tlie type of careS most needed. The policy of the board is to provide 
selected, supervised, foster-home care for all wards adjustable to 
family life. 

Two thousand three hundred medical examinations of our children 
have been made, 60 major ()perations performed, dental work has 
been completed on 269 children, orthopedic treatment given to 10 
children, and X-ray treatment for ringworm of scalp given to 10 
wards. Fifty-six cases have been under treatment for venereal dis- 
ease and 84 for tuberculosis. 

An entire administrative reorganization has been accomplished. 

riie board favors the new legislation for creation of a department 
of public welfare. It reconnnends the sale of the Industrial Home 

hool, the equipment of a modem temporary receiving home, and 
the erection of a small modern institution for the care of white deMii^ 
(juent children. A public m^tal clinic is ftko needed, 

ALIENIST 

Under tlie direction of the alienist, 2,401 cases wei-e examined and 
treated in the psychopathic department of Gallinger Hospital dur- 
ing the year, which was an increase of 1,310 cases over the number of 

such subjects during the preceding year. 

At St. Elizabeths Hospital (>:>9 sucl) cases were examined prior to 
tlu'ir ap})earanee in court, wliicli was a decrease of 226 cases com- 
paivd witli tlie i)i-eceding year, dne to the larger number of cases 
having been cured or otherwise managed. 

Tlie alienist appeared in court days during the year for the 
trial of lunacy cashes, and altogether examined 1,088 caseis more than 
during 192:). 

VITERINARY SUltGEON 

There was no unUsual amount of sickness and injuries generally in 
the animals owned by the District of Columl)ia during the year. 
Those leported or found sick have been treated either at their stable 
or at the city i-efuse hospital stable. Three hundred and fifty hogs 
^veie treated'as a preventive against hog cholera. Twenty-one horses 
^vcre examined and purchased for the various departments. Forty- 
two horses were transferred from one department to another where 
tlieir services were more suitable or needed. Two horses were de- 
stroyed to prevent sulfering, as they were of no value and incurable. 
Thirteen horses died of natural causes. Sixty-nine horses and mujes 
which were of no further use to the District of Columbia were sold. 

There were on hand in the veterinary department 535 mules and 
Wses, whose general Condition is good: 
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THE BOARD OF EXAMINERS IN VETiaaNASY MEDICINE 

The l)OHr(l held u ineetinor on June 23, 1924, at which meeting 
applicants applied for licenses to practice veterinary medicine in the 
District of Columbia. 

Receipts and disbursements 



Balance Juue 30, 1923 $108.67 

Fees from applicants for license to practice 50.00 

Total 158.67 

Expenses (no distribution to members) ^ 97.84 

Balance in bank — 60. 83 



CORONER 

The coroner states that during the fiscal year embraced in this 
report he made investigations to determine the cause of death as 
follows: Natural causes, 1,118; accidental, 271; suicides, 82; homi- 
cides, 64, a total of 1,5^. Autopsies performed, 23^; inquests held, 
166. 

Expenses 



Electric Ught . $26.14 

Poel 149. 21 

Printing and supplies for morgue '7. 00 

Repairs to morgue : 100. 00 

Ice . ^ - 102. 96 

Laundry - 10. 27 

Supplies ( - li,— > .^—^ . 13. 61 

Upkeep of automobile truck 159. 87 

Autopsies i , 1,610.00 

WItoiesB «ees^__ i 610. 00 

Jurors' fees . 2, 358. 00 

Taking testimony i. , ; 655. 00 



Total - - 5,852.06 



BOARD OF PHARMACY 

During the year eight r^ular and one special meeting were held 
for the conduct of business. Four regular examinations were held, 
and as the results thereof license to practice pharmacy in the District 
of Columbia was granted to 30 applicants. Twenty-six applications 
were received for license to practice pharmacy through virtue of 
reciprocity with other States ; all received favorable consideration. 

The register shows the following outstanding licenses: 



Series A ^ : 542 

Series B ^ ^ 191 

Series C 453 



Total — : 1 J 1,186 

Four permits were renewed for the sale of poisons for use in the 
arts, and as insecticides one original permit was issued for the same. 
The treasurer's books as audited show the following: 

Balance on hand at last audit $802 18 

Total receipts for licenses, and for permits to sell poisons 1 1, 0^1. 50 



1, 863:68 
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Disbursements : 

Amount distributed to each member of the board, as per commis- 
sioners* order $790. 00 

Supplies, postage, stationery, printing— 147. 05 

Treasurer's bond ^ 5. oo 

Secretary for clerical services 250.00 

Dues national association, annual 25.00 

Refund of fees 40. 00 

Expense of delegates to convention 50.00 

Checks out 7.50 

Checks oatstanding paid 3.00 



1, 317. 55 

i alunce cash on hand and in bank 546. 13 



BOARD OF MEDICAL SUPERVISORS 

During the year the board of medical supervisoi*s examined 125 ap- 
plicants for license to practice medicine in the District of Columbia, 
58 of whom were passed, 9 failed, 6 rejected, 5 withdrawn, and 47 
under consideratioiL 

Receipts and disburaements 
Balance on liand Jidy 1, 1923, as sliown by bank book and casiibook 



of the secretary and treasurer - $1, 302. 11 

Total receipts during the fiscal year; as shown by caiEdibooic verified, 

being fees received from applicants ^1 2, 777. 18 

(Outstanding check . 110.00 



4, 189. 29 



Total disburaenientsi during tiie hscal year, as verified by canceled 
checks returned by the bank and by receipted bills In the invoice 
l»(»ok . 1,860.09 

L!a lance on hand June 30, 1924, as shown by bank book of the Dis- 
trict National Bank, including outstanding check for $110 2,329.20 



4,189.29 

Of the unobligated balance of $2,2^19.20, shoim above, the follow- 
ing distaributions for services were made : 

>^ecretary-trea8iMPer ; i $600. 00 

Mciiihers of the board of medical supervisors 1,000.00 

Members of the board of medical examiners 400. 00 



2,000; 00 

leaving an unobligated balance of $219.20 in the hands of the treas- 
urer of the board. 

BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS 

J he law of Congress, approved June 6, 1892, and acts amendatory 
fliereof, which created the board of dental examiners in the District 
' ^' Columbia, and prescribed its duties, was amended during the 
*Mxty-ei^hth Conp-ess by an act api)roved June 7, 1924. 

I'he board created by the first-mentioned statute held its last 
examinations on January 7 to 11, 1924, when 21 candidates applied, 
<'f whom passed, 7 were conditioned and 5 failed. 

n»at board received in fees__ 1, — - — — ^ 

its administration expenses were 

Leaylng a balance of 177. 3o 

which was distributed equally among the n^b^s of the board. 
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The board was reorganized on July 2. 1924. under the acr of 
June 7, 1924, and held an examination during that month, when 
39 applicants appeared, 23 of whom passed, 7 were conditioned 
and 9 failed. 



The new board received in fees $944. 75 

Its administrative expenses were $156.60 

Examiner's fees preparinj^, examinin.ii. jiiading, and atteiui- 

ing meetings, 7 days each 350.00 

Pay of se^-retary. 8 days ?A). (K) 

Pay of assistant to the secretary, 9 days r>8. 00 

>> 

Total expenses 589. 60 



Balance in treasury 355.15 

The act of June 7. 1924. autliorizes tlie Board of Dental exam- 



iners tr) license oial hygienists. I'nder that law seven applicants 
have been licensed as such. 

THE Nl'KSEs' EXAMINING BUAKI) 



The nurses' examining board held 10 n^etings during the year 
and 2 examinations for the registration of nurses. One hundred 
and sixty nurses took the examination. Of this number, 131 passed 
and 29 failed. Three nurses were registered through reciprocity. 
The majority of the training schools have been much improved, 
and a notable l^etterment has resulted, as appears in the recent 
examinations which the nurses liave taken. The greater number 
of s('luM)ls liave their full quota of pupils. . . 

The tinancial report is as follows: 

Receipts : 

Balance on hand .$44. 46 

Fees 682.00 

interest 4_ 5g 

Ontstandin.i^ checks 1?*00 

From Graduate Nurses Association ^ __ '677. 50 . 

Total _^ 

Expenditures : 

Fees refunded ^0 00 

Stationery and printing " (io! 20 

Rent 60! 00 

Knjirossinii- of certificates 4}^ ,95 

Advertisin.; examinations . 5. 60 

Supplies for examinations 41; 65 

Back salaries ; _ _ _ 677' 50 

Salaries for 1923 and 1924_ 40o! 00 

Totat ______ — ____________ — __. — ___^__.______^L________ 1,32».85 

Balance______ — _ — .-^--_u. ...S~ 96.67 

BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY 

The board of accountancy created by act of February 17, 1923, 
reports that during the fiscal year it held 16 meetings and considered 
870 applications for certificates as certified public accountalits, as 
follows: 
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For waiver certificates : 

Rejected 140 

Withdrawn before tiiial {Ktioii 15 

Approved ^ 47 

Still unsettled 1 

203 

1.1 iKiprocal certificates: 

KctniiKMl hccaiise of bio treaties yet arranged 77 

Held until pending n^otiations completed 4 

81 

For examination : 

Admitted December. 1923 31. 

Admitted June, 1924 4 

Rejected 51 

Keadmittetl for second examination (17) not counted __ 

86 



TnfMl 870 



The hooks of tlie hoard wei'o aiulitiMl hy tlu' auditor of tlio Dis- 
nict of (\)hinil)ia and showed att uii()l)li<i'aled hahuice as of ,]u\w -M), 
11*l!4. of ST()()/.)<). This aiiioimt was distributed e(jually anionir the 
three iiieini)ers of the board as eoiiipensation for tlieii* ser\ ices. 

PI BMC E3IPL0YMEXT BUREAU 

The public employment bureau placed in suitable emi)loyiuent dur- 
mif the year '24.i)74 men and women. The work of the bureau was 
inaterially furthered by tlie cordial cooperation of the employers of 
labor in tile District, anil of the Directoi- (General of the Ignited States 
Kniployment Service, Mr. Francis L Jones, with the result that 044 
more ])ersons were tints aided than durinir the precedin*: fiscal year. 

It has l)een the aim of this bureau to <iive si)ecial attention to e\- 
HM vice men seekin*^ employment in order to ac(piire education. 

PL libicArioxs 



The following publications were issued by the health department 
dm •in«r the past fiscal year : 



N'linic (if 
luibliL-alion 


XunibiT 
printed 


Cost of preparation 


Cost of 
printing 


XumbiT 
distributed 
by mail, 
messenger, etc. 


Cost of 
distribu- 
tion 


Annual report, 1923 
*veekly report 

Momlily l)unetin, 
grades of milk. 


oOO 
100 

1,(K)U 


106 hours, annual, $1,200; typist, 
$50; 105 hours, annually, $600; 
messenger, $25; 26 reams paper, 

at {)1 cents. 
24 days per annum, $1,400; nispec- 

tor-derk, $93.33. 


$1, 020. 00 
15.86 

314.80 


About 200 

136 weekly 

600 monthly — 


$i.r.2. 

$i.;u) per 
week. 

$6 per 
month. 



ROADWAY PAVEMENTS 

The accompanying table shows the area in square yards of nev 
'^•adway pavements laid and old roadway pavements re8ni tace< 
during the year, with the total in square yards and miles ot tin 
various kinds of pavements at the close of the fiscal year. 
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Comparative statement showing character and extent of roadway pavements 



Sheet iisplialt and coal tar 

Asphalt blocks 

Asphaltic surface 

Durax blocks 

Asphaltic or bituminous con- 
ciete: 

On foiRTote base 

On stone base 

Cement coiicrcti' 

Granite block and rubble 

Vitrified block 

Cobble 

Macadam (estimated) 



Gravel and unimproved (trav- 
eled).. 

Gutters on asphalt streets 

Pavements maintained by 
street railways 

Gutters on asphaltic concrete 
streets 



Total. 



Existing amount on 
June '30, 1923 



Square 
yurds 



3, 443, 476 
612,205 
44,996 
17,968 



78,708 

46,206 

304,211 
334, 605 
17,390 
36. 374 

1, 836, 226 



242,917 

508, 034 
10, 590 



Miles 



183. 36 
31.11 
3.12 
a 57 



4.58 
2.47 
16. 35 
18.35 
1.04 
1. 52 

117. 76 



156.51 



New pave- 
ment laid 
during 
year 
(square 
yards) 



83,043 



Pavements 
replaced 
during 
year 
(square 
yards) 



7,593,906 



536. 74 



151,884 



671 
48,773 



1 7, 297 
2'i6,"643 



266,400 
182,728 



»743 



284, 371 



173,811 



Existing amount on 
June 30, 1924 



Square 
yards 



Miles 



3, 443, 476 
612,205 
128,039 
17,968 



78, 708 
38, 909 
456, 095 
317, 962 
17,390 
36, 374 

1,687,098 



243,588 

616, 807 
9, 847 



183. 3r) 
31. 11 
9.64 

a 57 



4. 58 
2. 16 
23.91 
17. 47 
1.04 
1. 5J 

108. 2L' 
160.39 



7,704,466 



543.95 



» Cement concrete. 



» Asphaltic surface. 



The .sums appropriated for expenditures during the year under 
this head were as follows : 

For reiiairing old roadway pavements, including asphalt resurfacing $550, 000 

For paving new roadways 573, 300 

For repair of suburban roads 275, 000 

For grading streets, alleys, and roads 35,000 

The prices paid under contracts for roadway pavements during 
the year were as follows: 

Laying sheet-asphalt pavement (2yo-inch asphalt surface, 2-inch binder, 
before compression) with 0-incli concrete base: 

Class A — Natural pitch lake asphalt $2. 72 

Class B — A reduced oil asphalt 2. 57 

Laying vitrified bloclc witli 6-inch concrete base 4.00 

Laying concrete roadway 1,81 

Laying 7-incli concrete roadway 2.02 

The unit cost of concrete roadway paNcments was slightly less 
than for the precediiiir year. A iiuiiiber of main suburban roads 
were substantially improved by new roadway pavements, but the 
rapid development of suburban property was iiot adequately niet by 
improvement of abutting streets. 

Asphalt roadway pavements were resurfaced to an extent of a 
fraction only of their real needs, their deterioration being inade- 
quately met by minor repairs. A considerable yardage of asphalt 
resurfacin<r (Bessonite) over heavily traveled macadam and a few 
^rraiiile block streets was laid with expectation of reduced upkeep 
co.-t in addition to im})r()\ cment in the use of the streets by traflic. 

Due to the increa.se in suburban development and gara^^e construc- 
tion the demand for alley pavements has increased until it is beyond 
our ability to respond. In a partial effort to meet it. sidewalk con- 
struction, which is chargeable to the same fund, has been unduly 
curtailed. 
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The rei)airing of cuts in pavenionts made by and charged lo de- 
posits of corporations and individuals aggre<:^ated over OO.OOO items 
with a total area of over 80,000 square yards, costing about $370,000 
to repair. 

At the end of the year all work of construction and maintenance 
of pavements that was provided for had been completed except a 
very few items intentionally retarded. 

BUBURBAK STREETS AND ROADS 

The work of repairs to suburban roads consisted priiu-ipally of 
maintenance by patching witli bituminous mixture and by surface 
m atnient. The cost of the former was about $35,000 ; 135,000 gallons 
of oil and tar were applied and about V00,000 square yards of surface 
was treated at about 5 cents per scpiare yard, a substantial reduc- 
tion resulting from the introduction of mixing and loading machin- 
ery. Large use was made of soft coal cinders in addition to old 
street material and household ashes for surfacing the many newly 
opened streets. Over 21,000 cubic yards of cinders were so ai)pHed 
and excellent results obtained. Over 7 miles of such roadways were 
constructed. 

MUNICIPAL ASPHALT PLANT 

The District of Columbia has operated a portable municipal 
asphalt plant in the repair of asphalt pavements and bituminous 
macadam roadways for the past 13 years. During the year 1924 the 
plant was operated for a period of 239 days, with a total output of 
206,060 cubic feet of material, or an average daily output of 862 
cubic feet 

The details of the cost of the operation of the plant are contained 
in the report of the engineer of highways. 

SIDEWALKS AND ALLEYS 

llie fund for paving alleys and sidewalks abutting private prop- 
tTtv amounted to $-285,000, and for sidewalks abutting Government 
pi<")perty $15,000. Cement concrete was used almost exclusively. 
The contract prices for sidewalks were considerably higher than m 
the recent past, being $2.31 per s(|uare yard for those adjacent to 
paved and $2.45 per square yard for those adjacent to unpaved road- 
ways; the latter being sigailficantly in more remote localities. 

BRIDGES 

The expenditure for construction and repair of bridges amounted 
to $36,507.75, and the appropriations for the mamtenance ot the 
Anacostia and Highway Bridges were expended practically m tuU. 

P Street Bridge across Rock Creek was refloored. 

Livingston Road Bridge over Oxen Run and Minnesota Avenue 
Bridge between Hunt Place and Deane Avenue were rebuilt. 

Tlie superstructure of P Street Bridge across Kock Creek wa^s ex- 
tensively repaired. , . T 1 1^ 4. 

The as]>halt roadway of Bennings Road Bridge ^icross the l^.astern 

Branch was resurfaced. 
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ENGINEER STABLES 

This activity rendered ser\ ice at a substantial saving over the cost 
of hired teams. About 52 head of stock were maintained. 

INSPECTIOX UF ASPHALTS AND CKMKNTS 

Through this office, tests, chemical and physical, are made of ma- 
terials used in street and road improvements, likewise all cements 
used in building and in sewer construction, fuel oils used at tlie 
municipal asj)halt plant, and miscellaneous tests of any materials w- 
quiring such. Tests made (hiring the year Avere : As])lialt inaterial>. 
971; oils, 12; tars. 2; san(L ll."); gravel. 142: stone, T^T; limestone (hist. 
57: cements. 9.(>i0: iepiesentii\g 96,306 barrels; and miscellaneous 
materials. 540: total. 11.52(*>. 

Sanij)les of as])l!ah tested I'eprescnt l.r>25 tons. IMU tons us(m1 hv 
contractoj's foj* layin<i' roadways and ()()4 tons used at munici[)al 
asphalt plant in ])roducina' ])aving materials. 

Of the material tested tliere were rejected 2,155 cubic yai'ds of sand 
and 2,400 cubic yards of gravel. ' # 

SURVEYCas's OFFICE 

A division of the work of this office may be mad^ into thi-ee classes. 

as follows : 

1. AVork performed for pi-ivate parties, for whicli h'es are 
cliarged accordin^i' to a I'l^gular schedule of fees |)i'esci-ihed b^' the 
coniniissionei's and (estimates made by the sur\(»vor"s ollice. 

2. AVork performed for the various de})artnients of tlie Distrirt 
and Federal Government. Xo fees are chargcil for this class of work. 

3. Surveys, descriptions, and reports on condemnation cases for 
streets, alleys, parks, etc. 

The work for the past fiscal year has, on an average, been about 
equal to that performed during the year previous, these two years 
showing an increase over the years preceding them. 

HIGHWAY l»LA.\ 

The a Impropriation of $2,000 for the purpose of marking on the 
ground the permanent system of highways for the District of Co- 
umbia has been used to good advantage, and many strec^t line^ have 
been marked at street intersections in connection with this work. 
Api)roxiniately 150 stone nionunients were ])lanted. and some of 
the prominent streets marked were: Central Ancuuc from litMinini:- 
Koad to Southern Avenue SE.: Fourt(HMitli Street, tln'ou^di AA'aher 
Heed Hospital grounds; Ikdt Koad from ( liesaju'ake '"street to 
Harrison Street NW.; Broad Branch Road from Hock C'leek Park to 
the District line; and Canal Eoad at various points along its line. 

This system of streets, known as the street-extension plan, is in 
accordance with a plan which was made many years ago under an 
a(;t of Congress providing for the extension of streets in the District 
of Columbia in an ordeidy. comprehensive manner. This law is 
believed to have been one of the most ini])oi'tant and ad vantaii'cous 
for the ])roi)ei- develo])ment of ival estate in a systematic manner 
into blocks and lots that has ever been placed upon the statute books. 
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The plan, which is known as "The highway plan," can not be 
I hniijied or amended in any manner except upon approval of a 
lii<rhway commission composed of the Secretary of AVar, the Sec- 
ivtary of the Interior, and the Chief of Enjrineers, United States 
Army, and all new subdivisions must conform to this plan. 

SLliDlVISIO^S 

There has been the usual activity in subdivision work outside of 
the original city limits, and many subdivisions of large tracts of 
land have been l ecorded. In all these cases it is necessary to mark 
tlie corners of all blocks in the new subdivisions with substantial 
stone monuments, and fees collected for subdivisions include also 
{\w cost of survey work, making computations and plats, and set- 



ung corner stones. 



CONDEMNATION CASES 



During tlu' ])ast fiscal year thei'e have l)ecn before the courts 36 
(•ondemnation cases for streets, parks, etc.. and 1"2 alley cases. Of 
these 4S cases. IS were coufirnied by the court, some being dismissed 
and othei s carried over to the present fiscal year. 

The total of (himages awarded by the juries in the cases confirmed 
iin.ounted to $I:V.),S-2;115 in all— $118,020.69 for streets, parks, etc., 
and $:>1,8()2.46 for alleys. These figures will show the magnitude of 
this condenniatioA work. 

Some difficulty has been experienced in prosecuting condenmation 
cases to a conclusion on account of the jurors not being able to find 
li iiefits equal to the amount of damages and court costs, as required 
by law, and some provisions should be made whereby such cases 
an be successfully carried through the courts and the cases pushed 
to a conclusion. 



PARKS 



During the i^ast vear a connnission. known as the National Capi- 
tal Park Commission, was created by an act of Congress, whose func- 
lioH it is to ao into the iuii)ortaiit (lucstiou of parks and determine 
just what aieas should be acquired for parks and to take the necessary 
^teps for theii- ac(iuisiti(m. 

The survevor's oftice has recently recorded a large park area do- 
nated to the District by Mr. C. C. Glover, which is known as the 
Glover Parkway and Children's Playground. This park comprises a 
large area along Foundry Branch, on both sides of Arizona Avenue, 
between Massachusetts Avenue and Reservoir Street NW., contain- 
ing in all approximately 771/^ acres. 

This is a valuable donation and constitutes quite an addition to 
the park system of the District, and the donor, Mr. Glover, is to be 
commended for the public spirited and generous motives whicJi 
prompted the gift of this valuable area to the District. ^ 

A number of small park areas at street intersections were acquired 
by the District during the past year. . 

Durino- the past year a movement was started to acquire the sub- 
^li vision ""of Keno for park, school, playground, water, and street 
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purposes, the subdivision being ideally located for this purpose, 
being in the center of what is to be a great business and residential 
area. 

This is a very old subdivision, made before ihe highAvay plan wa> 
adopted, and is out of liannony with this plan, beino; based on an 
ii'reo-iilar, ill-devised plan, niakina- an objectionable subdivision. 
The only way it can be obliterated so that it can be developed in 
harmony witli the surroundinir territory would be to condenui tlif 
entire ai'ea, composed of about 52 acres. 

Besides the advantages accruing from the elimination of this 
subdivision, there are other considerations which are of interest. It 
has an elevation of about 420 feet, and is the site of old Fort Reno, 
one of the old Civil War defenses, which would make it also a site 
of historical interest. The old fort eould be restored within the park 
area. 

Additional land is needed for the extension of a hioh servici' 
reservoir, and if this land is ac({uir(Hl it could be well utilized for 
this purpose. The public-school jiuthorities also are anxious 1<> 
establish a junior high school and athletic held here if it can be 
acquired. 

A conunittee of prominent citizens has already indorsed thi- 
proposition. 

TREES AND PARKING 

The number of trees planted along the curbs on the streets in the 
District of Columbia at the close of the fiscal year was 1(M:,294. One 
thousand and thirty-four young trees were planted in their perma- 
nent positions during the fiscal year, a net increase of 976 over the 

previous year. 

The plantinir during the year had to be curtailed to some extent 
due to the f;u t that the trees in the nurseries were too small to be 
transplantcil to the streets. Hie wid(Miin<r of Rliode Island Avenu'' 
XE. between Twenty-fourth and Twcnty-ei<rhth Streets, necessitated 
the change in the location of 4;> elm trees on this thoi-ouohfaro. 

For various reasons 1,552 trees were removed from public s^jaei 
during the year. 

The cost of removing 1,165 trees was paid from the appropriation 
for the trees and parkings division, and it amounted to $4,233.16. 

The cost of removing the other trees was paid from the appropria- 
tions for other departments and whole cost deposits. 

Trees to the number of 9,610 were sprayed for the extermination 
of leaf-eatino- insects. 

The youno: trees in the Fort I)ni)ont and Poi)lar Point nurseries 
are doing very A'ell. These sites are well stocked with those varie 
ties that are considered best for street planting. There were 1.045 
red oak, 561 white oak, 570 Norway ma})le, 5^ svcamore ma})le, iy- 
elm, and 26 sycamore trees transplanted from the seeds beds to the 
nursery rows at Fort Dupont nursery. 

Transplantings at the Poplar Point nursery included 798 red oak, 
21 elm, 184 poplar, 162 acacia, and 114 Norway maple. 

Trees trimmed during the year numbered 10,884, at a cost of 
$6,249.37. 

The removal of weeds from the uninclosed parkings along the 
streets was undertaken at a cost of $2,528.67, and $177.09 was ex- 
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|H'11(1(h1 for tho iiiisccllaiieoiis care of the small reservations under 
I he cont rol of the Coniuiissionors of the District of Columbia. Per - 
mits to the number of 1,005 were issued atiecting the grade of the 
parking in connection with building operations in the residential 
districts during the year. 

It is believed tliat the condition of the shade trees of Washington 
is. generally spealving, the best that can be expected when the adverse 
conditions attending their growth, health,- and life are considered. 

COLLECTION AND DISPOSAL OF CITY REFUSE 

Tlic amount of money turned into tlie 1 reasurv from grease and 
salvaged material totaled $r)0*2/U'2.r)|. Considering the market prices 
at whicli these ])r()diicts were forced to be sold, the total is very sat- 
isfactory and it c(mstitiites a substantial sum toward the upkeep of 
the city. 

The total expense of collecting and disposing of all the city refuse 
was $821,165.35, so that the net cost of this work wft $518,512.81. 

It is to be noted that the wage scale of laborers and mechanics 
was substantially increased in December of 1023. sf) that the unit 
( nst of all work from December on was materially increased. 

11 ic garbage-disposal plant produced 3,607,600 pounds of grease 
from 75,089 tons of garbage collected, compared with a production 
in the previous year of ;>.4r)l.sr)9 pounds from S0.014 tons. The ex- 
pense of the reduction, including the freight charges on the raw 
uarl^age from the ti-nusfcr station in Washington to the plant at 
Chcri'v Hill and capital expenditures for improvements to plant, 
was ^1(;T.1)53.70, so that this plant virtually operated at a profit of 

>^'2s.r)r)r).7i. 

The trash i)lant cost to operate $95,048.71. The excess of receipts 
over expenditures at this plant was $6,692.87. Included in the ex- 
penditures is an item of $9,000 for the purchase of 6 acres of land 
adjoining this plant. . . 

By act of Congress the commissioners were prohibited from letting 
aiiv further contract for the collection and disposal of dead anmials 
after July 1, 1923. This work, involving the collection of :^>4.7r)4 d(^ad 
animals, was done by the District at a gross cost of S(),88o.8L 
Owing to a severe fire at the private rendering plant \yhere these 
animals were disposed of, it was impossible to recover for sale the 
liides of 154 large animals which were buried at a great expense to 
the District aud'^whicb materially increased the cost of this work. 

ilic ashes from pri\ate K^sidences were collected and disposed 
of at a cost of Si;]1.581).ll. Much of this material was used with 
benclit as a temporarv surfacing to newly opened streets and alleys. 

The amount expended for dust prevention, cleaning of streets and 
alleys, and the removal of snow was $392,185.86. It is to be noted 
that about 96,000,000 square yards more were cleaned by imnd patrol 
^hr'mg the course of the year than in the previous year. This means 
about 352,000 square yards more cleaned each day and is to be 
accounted for by reason of new pavement laid during the year. 

BUILDING OPERATIONS 

The estimated value of building operations during the year was 
$39,403,207, a decrease of $18,235,431 compared with the fiscal year 
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1923, which was $57,638,638. This difference was due to the fact tluu 
1923 was an abnormally active year, owing to the feverish rush to 
meet the demand for houses which had existed since before the end 
of the war. This extraordinary demand havin<r been satisfied, opera- 
tions diirinrr 1024 reflect the normal and stable status of the District, 
which may ))e expected to continue in tlie years to come, the vob.niic 
gradually increasing in prox^ortion to the augmentation in poi>u- 
lation. 

The number of permits was ll.i-iG, or 745 less than the previou> 
year. Business buildings numbered 852, a decrease of 85. New 
buildings totaled 3,012, or 466 under 1923. The number of apart- 
ment houses was the same, 81, while the number of dwellings re- 
ceded from 2,460 to 2,079, a difference of 381. 

In 1923 there were issued 2,585 conforming certificates of occu- 
pancy under the zoning regulations as against 3,205 this year, an 
increase of 620 in 1924. Nonconforming certificates reached 54o in 
1924; in 192^i the number was 118, a difference of 425. The fees tor 
issuance of certihcates amounted to $5,600. In 1923, $3,523.50 was 
realized, $2,074.50 less than in 1924. 

COXSTKLCTIOX OF MUMCIPAL BUILDIXGS 

During the year 17 buildings were under construction, as follows : 
A four-room buiMing to replace the Smothers School, which was 
completed September 24, 1923 ; an eight-room addition to the Love- 
joy School, completed October IG, 1923; an eight-room addition to 
the Garrison School, completed November :iO, 102^3: th.e (ieor<^e 
Bancroft vSchool. of eiizht I'ooms. completed Au«rust 11. 1924: the 
Langley Junior Ili<rh School, completed ,)anuary 4. r.>2 ! : the Mac- 
farland Junior High School, completed January 4. 11>24: i)(>lice 
precinct station Xo. 12. ('omi)leted ()ctol)er 2^). U)2^'>: i)oli('e {M'eeinct 
station Xo. 7, completed October 21), 11)23; police ])recin<'t station 
Xo. 9, completed October 29, 1923; a third-story addition to the 
Thomson School, completed January 17, 1924; an addition to the 
Armstrong Manual Training School, which will be completed about 
January 19, 1925; an addition to the Western High School, which 
will be completed about February 26, 1925; the Mount Pleasant 
Branch Library, Avhich will he completed about February 18, 1925: 
a nurses' home at the tuberculosis hospital, completed September 25. 
11)24: a head house at the wharf leased by the Norfolk & Washington 
Steamboat Co.. to replace the l)uildin<r destroyed by tire, completed 
Septemher 2. 11)24: the Raymond School, of eight rooms, which will 
be completed al)out December 22, 1924: the Janney School, of eight 
rooms, which Avill be completed about May 22, 1925. Additions and 
alterations to engine house Xo. IG were in progress. 

Preliminary studies for the home for the feeble-minded have been 
made and a general program arranged. 

Preliminary studies for the ireneral layout of the Gallinger Munic- 
ipal Hospital have been made, based oii the advice of Doctor Gold- 
water. The sclieme proposed retains the domestic building, for 
which the foundations vvcre put in some time ago. 

Besides the i)re]:>arati(m of plans and specifications for the above- 
mentioned buildings, plans and specifications for about 50 other 
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])ie('es of work, such as heatin<^ systems in engine houses, police 
stations, and school buildings, and tor equipment for various build- 
in^rs, were prepared in this office, amounting to $145,052. The con- 
ts entered into by this office for the fiscal year amounted to a 
total of $1,542,029. 

REPAIKS TO Ml MCll'AL BUILDINGS 

All municipal buildings are kept in repair under the direction of 
the municipal architect. During the year only such repairs were 
made as would ]>re\('nt furtlier deterioration of the structures, as 
tlir contiiined ln«rli prices of labor and materials and the inadequacy 
of available funds prevented a more extensive undertaking in the 
repair work. 

WOKKHOITSK A.ND REFORMATORY 

(/(!()(] progress was made (liirinjj: the year in the construction Avork 
at the District workhouse and reforniafory. consisting mainly in the 
( lection of permanent building- and the continuance of the construr- 
t!(in of the industrial railroad A consid-cM-able amount of repair 
woik was performed at hotli institiit ion-. At the reformatory 14 
'luildiiiii- operations were under way durinir the year, ('(msisting of 

-hops. 4 dormitories, 1 dis<Mplina] y dorinitoi'ies. 1 washiiouse. 1 
lH)iler house, and 1 dininii- hall and kitchi-n. The shops, 2 dormi- 
loiic... the 2 diseiplinarv ihnniitories. ami the boiler house were 
iHiK tiealiv completed by June 30, 1924. The balance of this con- 
struction work will be completed within a few months. The steam- 
heating mains have been installed in part of the tunnel system, and 
heat has been turned on in three of the shops. 

During the year a bridsfe was constructed over the main highway 
and about 4,600 feet of track laid for the industrial railroad. AVork 
is progressing rapidly on the cf)nstri!ction of this road, and before 
wintei^it should be possible to haul all necessary building material 
over it to the new reformatory site. 



DISTKKT liUlLDlXU 



I he District r>tiildinir consinued :2.014 tons of coal, which averaged 
10.37 i)er cent ash; ashes totaling 577 cubic yards were removed at a 
cost of $288 50. The total number of kilowatt hours generated was 
•':27,824; of this there was used for lighting 383.0:53: for elevators 
J '. 110, and *for motors 99,181. Re])airs were made to the power 
plant at a total cost of $3,048. It will probably be necessary within 
tlio present fiscal year to make additional repairs to the powin- plant 
:it an approximate cost of $4.{K)(). In addition to minor rei)aiis 
throiio-hout the building the cari>entry and pauit shop built new 
rartilions and counters, nio\(M{ counters, rehnished floors, painted 
^valis in 33 rooms, the latter at a cost of $2,277.71, and made altera- 
tions for the comenience of maiiv departments. The photograph 
^liop did blue printing and photography totaling $3,456.6<. Atten- 
tion is r.gidn called to the congested condition of many of the dej^ai t- 
liients and request that stej^s be taken to find office space outside the 
building for one or two departments to relieve this condition. 
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MUNICirAL (JAKAGE 

Tlu'j-e were 4<) ani ')iii(jl)iles maintained and kept in running order 
durino- tlie fiscal year ended June 19'2-1:. The garage was kept 
open niglit and day f(;r urgent and necessary transportation. All 
machines were washed and supplied with gasoline and oil by the 
night force, who also acted as watchmen. A mechanical and labor- 
ing force consisting of eight men made all necessary repairs and 
operated automobiles for the various departments which were with- 
out automobiles or drivers. 

Operating cost for the maintenance of the 40 automobiles, includ- 
ing gasoline, oil, tires, labor, and miscellaneous supplies, amounted 
to i^l 7,895.61, or an average of $447.48 for each car, or $0.0574 per 
mile. 

The cost of repaii- parts used in the cars was 51)2,400.41, or an 
averjige of Sf;!..")] for eacli cai'. or SO.OIT)! per mile. 

Total mileage made hy the auttjmohiles amounted to 233,006 mile?- 
or an average of 5.820. miles per car. 

PI.UMBIXG AND PLUMBING INSPECTION 

The plnml)ing ins[)ection division made 44,657 inspections during 
the yenr. Ahoiit half of these were insj)ections of plnmbinix woi'k in 
new hiiildings; about one-quarter were inspections of plumbing work 
in f)ld buildings: and the balance insjxM-tions on account of com- 
plaints of insanitary plumbing. leaky roofs, and defective i-ain 
leaders. A large percentage of these complaint cases originated in 
other divisions of the District government. 

During the year 22 warrants were obtained against unlicensed 

5 lumbers and others for violation of the plumbing regulations, 
'hese prosecutions netted a total in police-court fines of $260. No 
case taken to court by the ])lumbing division was decided adversely. 
'I'he i)lumbing board held 24 meetings and examined 84 applicants, 
whom 12 i)assed and were granted master plum1)ers license. At 
the close of the year there were 259 registered plumbers and 7 regis- 
tered gas litters. 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE STATIONS 

There were in operation throughout the year four convenience 
stations, open IS houi's daily, and during tlie year the attendants 
reported a total patronage for all stations of over i;>.()()0,00(). The 
cash receipts from use of pay compartments, etc.. totaled $7,791. Df. 
this being about 35 per cent of the actual cost of the operation of 
the stations. 

INSPECTION OF STEAM BOILERS 

The number of steam boilers inspected by the inspector of steam 
boilei-s during the year was 450, including 36 belonging to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. Ten boilers were condoned as unfit for further 
use. The comj)ensation of the inspector of steam boilere is paid 
from fees collected from private owners of boilers. The total amount 
of these reported by that official was $2,250, and the expense of in- 
spection ^ilK leaving a net compensation of $1,940 for the inspector. 
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EXAMIXATION OF STEAM KXGI.XEERS 

The board of examiners of steam engineers held 51 meetings and 
examined 199 applicants, of whom 107 were found competent and 92 
incompetent. 

STREET LIGHTING 

Tliere are 21,82o public lamps of all kinds in the avenues, streets, 
allevs. etc*., under the lurisdiction of the Commissioners of the Dis- 
rrirt of Columbia. Of these 11,519 are gas and 10,304 electric : or the 
•lus lamps 10,820 are single-burner mantle, 310 are double-burner 
mantle, and 38J) ai-e small flat flame, for designation purposes: of 
the electric 819 are magnetite arc, 9,253 are incandescent, ranging 
from (')() to ()0() candlepower each (91 per cent of 60 and 100), and 
arc incaiulescent of about 10 candlepower, for "designation.*' 

riu're was a net increase during the year of 5GT lamps. 

riic increase in aggregate candlepower of the street-lighting sys- 
tem under the jurisdiction of the commissioners is from approxi- 
mately 1,848,300 to approximately 1,929,900, about 4.4 per cent. 

The lighting of Pennsylvania Avenue, Seventeenth Street NW. 
to Washington Circle, was improved by the addition of 20 arc lamps, 
and the vicinity of Fourteenth Street and Park Road by the addition 
of r» of the same type; 75 250-candlepower lamps replaced 00 and 
100 candlepower lamps on Rhode Island Avenue XE.; the net in- 
crease in incandescent lanii)s, upward of 300, was due to extension 
and improvement, largely in the sulmrhan territory. The same is 
ilia' of a net increase of upwai'd of i'<H) gas lamps. 

The street lighting as a whole is distinctly inadequate. A com- 
prehensive plan of material improvement has been formulated, 
including the design of ornamental posts of greater height, to admit 
of the effective use of larger lighting units to produce much improved 
lighting at relatively less added cost. An application of the plan on 
small scale is about to be made. 

The situation with respect to the several suits at law against cer- 
tain railway companies for recovery of sums expended in maintain- 
in;:- lights adjacent to their respective rights of way remains essen- 
tially as stated in 1920 and succeeding reports, with accretion of 
sums claimed. 

^KiXAL SYSTEMS ^FIHE-ALAinr TKLF/iHAril, rOLlCE-rATKOL SIGNAL, AND 

TELErilONE SEUMCi: 

There were 80() lire-alarm boxes in service at the end of the year, 
W on underground and 116 on overhead wires, a net increase of 
^4 over the preceding year; 2,670 box and local fire alarms (exclusive 

" additional " alarms) were received and transmitted during the 
year, of which 278 were false alarms. The number of box circuits 
i'l (onunission was increased by 4, to 39, and redistribution made, 
turther relieving overloaded circuits. 

Tlieie were 489 police-patrol boxes in service at the end ot tlie 
year. :;00 on underground and 99 on overhead wires, a decrease of 1 
'""!p:>red with thc^ preceding year; 2 were added, o discontinued, 
•'lul 02 were changed as to station counection, by reason of the insti- 
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tutioii of twelfth precinct and incident change of boundaries of 
other precincts. 

There were 1,625 telephones connected to the District system at 
the end of the year, and 28 in use as portable sets by fire and elec- 
trical departments, an increase of 75 in the year. 

There were 2,G92 cells of slorjige battery in service on fire-alarm, 
police-patrol, and local circuits at the end of the year, an increase 
of 518, due to increase in number of tire-alarm circuits. 

There woi'e in service in the composite signals system ( fire-alarm, 
police. :uul telephone) on Juno '>(). 11)l!4. a irrand total of 7A')C) mile- 
of conductor, of wliicli 7,344 miles were underjii'ound and 9'2 miles 
overhead. Keserve capacity of cable is below re([uirement of demand 
and below safe emergency provision. Provision for expansion is 
again presented as an urgent requirement. 

ELECTRICAL INSPECTION 

The total numbei- of permits issued for installation of wires and 
apparatus foi- electric lioht. heat. a:i(l powei- purjxjses. on ])rivat(' 
premises, not including plants of public service companies, durin<; 
the year, was 9,49"), re})resenting a})proximately l().8f)8 kilowatts 
capacit}' of utilization equipment, compared with 9.791 permit> 
representing 9,271 kilowatts in the preceding year. The total sum 
of fees paid for permits was $16,264, compared with $16,164. The 
annual increase of service to be rendered continues, and neither 
adequate nor satisfactory service can be rendered with the number 
of inspectors engaged. 

Supervision was exercised over the erection, taking down, and 
moving of poles, and of the stringing of overhead wires, in streets 
and other i)ubli(' spaces. The total of recorded wire-supporting 
poles in the District at the end of the year was '2'\.ih)(K a net increase 
of 1,097, compared with 1.054 and 912 in the next two preceding- 
years, indicative of continuance of activity in subur])an development. 
There has been an increase of 3 in the number of telephone pole> 
in streets and avenues within the " prescribed area " of the act of 
Congress regulating the use of telephone wires. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

The electrical (le])artment has cooperated with the municipal 
architect and other District officers, consulting and counseling, pre- 
jxiring plans, speciiications. and estiiriates, and supervising electrical 
work in municipal properties. 

lIAIillOli FltOXT 

The actual water frontage of the District of Columbia devoted to 
commerce, with the exception of canals, is about 2 miles. The total 
available water front is 18 miles, of which about 8 mile^ is set aside 
for parks and for other puri)oses of the Ignited States. The largest 
amount of wharf ])roperty under the control of the commissioners is 
alouii- the Washin<rton Channel. 

The new harbor police station and dock, the dock of the fire 
boat, the District morgue, the municipal fish wharves and market. 



REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 55 



jiikI the District workhouse and sand wharves are located on the 
AVashiii^on Channel between N and Thirteenth Streets. The bal- 
aiK e of the frontage is leased by st^amboat companies, boathouses, 
liiiiil)er dealers, etc. 

A tire occurred at the wharf of the Norfolk AVashinL^ton Steam- 
l.oat Co. in January, (laina<j:iii<i- the wharf })ropei-ty to the ex- 

ii iit of about ii^5(),0()(). The Avhart' has since been rebuilt. ^ Steel sheds 
have been erected in place of the wooden structures, a one-story head 
house of seniitireproof material has been erected, and tiie deckinu: of 
the wharf has been surfaced with a layer of asphalt on metal lathe. 
With these precautions, it is hoped that there will be no repetition 
of the disastrous fires which have occurred at this wharf. 

The permanent development and improvement of the water front 
along the Washington Channel between Washington Barracks and 
Fourteenth Street SW. is a matter which should be given very 
serious consideration. 

SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE-UISFOSAL SYSTEMS 

riie construction and maintenance of the sewerage system and the 
sewage-disposal system of the District of Columbia is placed undBr a 
division in charge of the sanitary engineer. 

The length of main and pipe sewers constructed during the year 
was 15.25 miles. The total length of main and pipe sewers on June 
11)24. was 791.28 miles, of which 156.04 miles are main sewers 
and 035.19 miles are pipe sewers. In addition to the above new sewer 
work. 101 storm- water catch basins were constructed during the year, 
hrin«ring the t()tal number to r).984. 

There Avas expended during the year on new extensions of the 
sewerage system the sum of $(viO.O(>-i.01. and on tlie sewaire-disposal 
system $40,000. The total cost of the sewerage system to dune 'M). 
1924, was $10,432,298.47. and of tlie sewage-disposal system to the 
same date was $6,015,232.96, making a total cost of the complete sys- 
tem to June 30, 1924, of $22,447,5:31.43. 

The main sewei*age pumping station and the three substations 
were in continuous operaticm throughout tlie year handling the sew- 
a<re of practically the entire District. In addition, the uiaiTi station 
liiniii)ed storm water fiom the 90()-acre low-level aiea Hanking Penn- 
^vhania Avenue between tlie Peace Momiment and Fifteenth Sti'eet. 
At the main station the combined pumpaii-e of s^'wage and storm 
\\atei' amounted to 25,2^iS.:)27.50() gallons during the year. The 
Poplar Point substation pumj)e(l 7''^9.91S.,'>71 gallons, the Koek Creek 
suhstation 448.590.OO(» gallons, and Woodridge substati(m IS.820,757 
jrallons of sewage during the year. Eliminating the Rock Creek and 
Woodridge substations, which deliver their discharge to the main 
station, the above would indicate a mean daily pumpage of 71,173,277 
^'allons. The coal consumption at the main station during the year 
^^as 4.013.36 tons, of which about 8 per cent should be charged off 
to ( ()V(.,- hunker loss, use by incinerator, and other miscellaneous uses. 
• 'hine 3, 1924, an agreement was formally entered into between 
Coiuniissionors of the District of Columbia and the AVashin^^rton 
^"''inbaii Sanitary Conunissi(m as to a recii)rocal ])rovisiou foj- the 
'••^mi lection of the sewerage systems in the State of Maryland border- 
the District of Columbia and those of the District of Columbia. 
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This a<rreenieiit Avas in acrorclance with act of ( 'oii^icss ai)j)i ()\ ( i 
September 1. IV) Xo sewa<jfe comiectioiis to or from Maryiaiul 
have as yet been made under this a.icreement. 

Under tlie 1019 District apprt)])riati()n })ill there was appropriated 
the sum of $()(),000 for tlie purchase or condemnation of the neces- 
sary land for a sewage-treatment works. The site selected for these 
works is a portion of the Bellevue tract in the vicinity of the Home 
for the Aged and Infirm. During the fiscal year 1919, 34.6 acres 
of land was acquired, and after long court delays there was finally 
consummated during the fiscal year 1924 the purchase of two addi- 
tional parcels of land aggregating 33.18 acres. The sum paid for 
these two latter tracts was $29,147.52. It is felt that continued 
eti'orts should be made to acquire the 10-acre i);ircel 25;') 2, as well 
as reach an aoreement with the Baltimore Ohio Uailroad to have 
them relocate tlieir trackage now traversing District properly re- 
cently ac(|uired for these sewage-treatment purposes. The time can 
not be far distant when some preliminary treatment nuist be given 
the sewage of Washington, rather than discharge it, as at present, 
in its raw state into the Potomac River. 

As the result of a more liberal aj)propriation, the division was 
better able to meet the denmnd for service sewers than during the 
year 1923, although the demand for this class of sewers is still con- 
siderably greater than the available appropriations will permit con- 
structing. At the close of 1924 the service sewers ordered and not 
built amounted to $115,304. The appropriations made available for 
interceptors of the sewage-disposal system are, it is felt, still de- 
cidedly inadequate. 

There has been prepared in the office of the sanitary engineer a 
tentative five-year construction program, with the view of striving 
to bring the sewerage system of the District to date by June 30. 
1929. Under this program there would be required an annual con- 
struction apijropriation during the next four years of apjn'oxi- 
mately $1,800,000. In comparison with these needs, it might be 
mentioned that the construction appropriations for the fiscal year 
1925 are but $805,000. The above-'estimatinl needs for sewer con- 
struction are in addition t(^ any sums which might be required in 
this period for a sewage-treatment plant. 

WATER :^LAINS 

During the year 75,(')11 feet, or 14.30 mih's, of water niain> were 
laid, a decrease of 1.6 miles over length hiid last year, making the 
total length of mains now in service 688 miles, at an aggregate cost 
of $5,117,239.61, paid from water department funds. 

WATER CONSUMPTION 

The mean daily con.>^umpi ion for the hscal year was (;4.(Hi9.:>4 1 
gallons, giving a mean daily per capita consumption of i;)1.57 gal- 
lons, estimated on a population of 487,000. 

The total pumpage for the year w as 12,300,606,110 gallons. 

The total coal burned was 8,187 tons. 

The cost of operating pumps for the year was $123,878.31, as 
against $115,748.16 for fiscal year 1923; thus making the cost of 
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|)iiiHping 1.000,0()() oallons of water into tlie mains $10.01, as 
:io:!in>t $9.58 for tlie preceding year, due to the increased cost of* 

jalior. 

riKleroroiind leakage found and stopped during the fiscal year 
aiiirregated a saving of 88,230 gallons daily. 

The financial statement of water revenues and expenditures will be 
found in the report of the auditor. 

WATER METERS 

During the year '2X)^)'\ new meters were installed, and 70,181, or 
blAl per cent of the total, water services are now metered. 
Very respectfully, 

CuNO H. Rudolph, 
James F. Oyster, 
J. F. Bell, 
Commissioners of the District of Columbia. 
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